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TO THE 


Worthily Honoured, 
| Wiitiam Haumonp, Eſq; 


Atidft the preat deprava- 

tion of. Moraliy , where- 
| with the preſent Age ts 

chargeable, it is ſome comfort that 
bere * a certain improvement 
Wf Gratitude, of which there are, 
Wt eaſt , ſo many Demonſtrati- 
Wn, 45 we find Dedicatories. 
&f 9# have many times very ſea-- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſonably ſurprigd me with your ' 


Kindneſſes, and this the firſt 
Opportunity I have had,to make a 

Publick Acknowledgment thereof. | 

Intheprimitivefervour of © hri- | 
ſtian Diſcipline, men were con- 
tent to undergo publick penances, 
in order to the expiation of ſecret 
miſcarriages. Why therefore may 
not a- private att of Generoſrty 
lay an obligation upon the Recet- 
ver, to make an op:n celebration 
thereof, if there be 4 concurrence 
and combination of circumſtances | 
to enforce it e ij 
T he former produfions of this 
Comical nd Burleſque Anthor, 
of my publiſhing in Engliſh, that 


as 0 
» - 
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The Epiſtle Dedicktory. « 
# to ſay, his. Novels, were'wd- 
dreſs'd to the Patronage of "Yhe 
worthily. -\ worſhipful - Thomas 
Stanley, Eſquire, and Iam wve- 
ry apt to attrggure"\the- kinde- 
ception they met withal in the 
World to the ſacredneſs of that 
Dedication. T he preſent Colle- 
Hon of Letters.zs the cloſe of 
all that is to be expeed of his 
in Proſe : Aud 'tis my preſump- 
tion, that, being recommended to ]. 
the R096 , under a name ſo 
neerly related to him, they will 
meet with a ſucceſs anſwerable 
to that of #he others. 
But whatever entertainment 
they may have, 1 make this ad: 
4 wantoge, Þþ 
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- The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


wantage bf this publication, that | 
I have made a Manifeſto of my | 


reſpects, where I am ſo much en- 


6 d todo it, and conſequent] h, 7 


om much I ants 


Sh Sir, 


Your moſt humble, and 


much obliged Servant, 


PREY non 
GE EL I AC CEIEE 


OY ERTiSran 


TO THE 


'N the Year 1670, I Pub- 
liſh'd the laſt Novel I could 

meet withal of Monſieur 
Scarrons , under the Title of 
The Onexpet ed Choice, Printed 
for Mr. Fohn Martyn at the 
Bell in St. Paul's Church: Yard. 
In the Addreſs to the Reader 
| before that Piece , I made him 
a Frome of ſome other, of the 
ſame 


V "C3 Aru 


To the Reader. 
ſame Author's , which being 


then upon the Stocks was in a 


- $ 


gt, 


very fair way to be launch'd 
' within aſhort time. The Work | 
then intended,and indeed where- 
in ſome ſhort Progreſs had been 
made, is this preſent Colle&tion . 


- 
F1 


a7 © 


of his Letters, which had it not : 


been miſlay'd, and fo given 


over for loſt, might have ap- 


pear'd long ere this, poſlibly , 


to the great ſatisfaction of thoſe I 


who were not diflatisfy*d with 


his other Produftious, What | 


luccels, and kind reception they 


have found , the frequent Edi- 


tions of them do. {ufficient| 


reſtifie, "T's preſum'd, his Let- + 


ters | 


next long Vacation. 


To the Reader. 


ters may be as divertive to ſome 
as his Novels, that is, to thoſe 
who are Judges of Wit ; for 
an Artiſt ol needs be injurd, 

if he be try'd by any, bur his ' 
Peers. There was allo a defign, 
of making ſome Additionals to 
this little Colle&ion,out of other 
French Authors, but , upon ma- 
ture conſideration , it is ad- 
journ'd to the next Edition of 
it, which the Bookſeller is in 
great hope to ſee, ſoon after this. 
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ETTIERS. 
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A LETTER.) 
rom Monſieur De B AL ZAC fox i 


ſo IJeur C O S T A R, concerning x arts. ; 
of Monſieur S CARRON&-:. CARD. 


SZ7R, 6 - * 


HE Book you were leas'd to. had 
me from Monſieyr Scarr ;Pre< 


2 Scarron's Letters. 


haply have put a period to my breathing, Z 
had 1t not been tor that ſeaſonable relief. 738 , 
I am in hopes, it may yet do ſome further 28 th: 


- 


Cure, if I uſe it oftner. It is not impoſſ-"F 


ble, but, by the help of it, I may be reco- #F,;. 


verd out of that Philoſophical Melancholy, *# ,f 
and indivertive ſeriouſneſs, which I am too #F1,,, 


© ka! 


"\* 


= 


$3 £% 


acl 
diſpos'd perſon , and expect I ſhould digeſt hea 


Fs 
© il 
d: 


my thoughts of him into a particular Chap- 
ter; Iam, in the firſt place, to give you Mrex 
this chaticter of him, Thar, of all the trierk Mc 
I ever convers'd with, he muſt be guilty of Wof 
either the greateſt diffimulation , or the Wpe 
greateſt conſtancy. I ſay, that he ſhall riſe-M the 
up in Judgment 2gainſt the delicacy and WM the 
blandyhinents whereto humane Narure = ll cip 
Bo 0 


 Scarron's Letters. 
& ſo much inclin'd, or that Pain, and all its 
& afflictive retinue treat him more geatly 
# than they do other men. I lay, there 1s 
# ſome probability, that the common Execu- 
= tioner. puniſhes the Patient with ſome kind 
of lenity and remorſe. When I ſee him 
© laughing, as he does, in the midſt of his 
2 torments, I muſt confeſs my ſelf apt to be 
of an opinion, That his pain comes not up 
Zro that degree we commonly aſſign it, to be 
# ſuch, and amounts only to a certain titilla- 
Ztion. In fine, I ſtick not to affirm, that the 
E Promhetheus, the Hercules, the Philottetes, 
Emention'd in the Fables, not to fay any -. 
Ething of Fob, the truth of whole ſtory we 
#.doubt not of, ſay very great and remarT- 
*kable things in the violence of their tor- 
ZEments, but they are far from ſpeaki 
ſuch as are pleaſant, and divertive. I mu 
Zacknowledge, that, in many places of An- 
ſe iquicy » I have met with Griefs, from 
& which, ſuch as endur'd them, acquird the 
reputation , ſome of Conſtancy, ſome of 
& Modeſty ; ſome of Prudence, .nay, ſome 
@ of Eloquence, but of any remarkable for a 
perpetual intefmixture of Alacrity, this is 
the onely Example : No, I could never meet 
there with any mention of a Mind, ſoptia- 
cipled by the dicates of any Sec, as that it 
B 3 could 


, 


- Scarron's Letters. 9 
could dance and be frolickſom, in a Body, i 


where the Palſey had taken up its Quarters. *#$ 
So obſerveble a Prodigy deſerves to come *# 
under the conſideration of Philoſophers, em- *X 
ployed upon rhe queſt of things requiring # 
the greateſt curioſity. *Twere an omiſſion Fo! 
in Hiſtory to forget him ; and it I werein #8 


- 'an humour to be an Hiſtorian, as I am an 


Hiſtoriographer , I ſhould not account it my 
the leaſt Miracle of our Time, which hath 


produc'd ſo many;\uch. It is not my delign i 
to detract ought trom the reputation of the 
Dead, with whom I muſt acknowledg my K 
ſelf to have had a friendihip : But there are Z 
different degrees of Reputation, and though | 

the quality of an Zpoſtle, be a Title of no | 

ſmall Account in a Chriſtian Family, yet is $ 


it to be confels'd, rhat the Martyrdom of the FW 


Son is ſomewhat that is more rare than the 
Apoſtolical employment of the Father. What ' 
think you, would be the {entiments of your þ 
Seneca upon this occaſion, that Sexeca, who: 
heretofore took ſo great a pleaſure in Trea- 
ting of ſuch matters, and who ſo often hath 
ſought the occaſions of doing it ? Will it: 
not be found true, that that diſdainful and: 
inſolent Vertue, ſo much celebrated by him 
. which brags of its being at eaſe and un} 
diſturb'd in Phalaris's Bull, and could lays 


& -_ J 


Scarron's Letters. 5 
7 that it was pleaſant being there, wgs but the 
# ſimple figure of this Vertue ſo accompany'd 
& by Meeknels and Humility, as that 1t knows 
& how to put in practice the Paradoxes of the 
Zother, and that without the leaſt oftentat1- 
#Zon? Let us then conclude, to the honor of 
# him, who calls himſelf the moſt humble, 
Emoſt Obedienr, moſt Oblig'd, and moſt /x- 
Barſposd Servant and Subject to. a' great 
ZZQueen, that there is either Ecſtafie and En- 
Z@rhuſiaſm in his Indiſpoſition, and that the 

oul executes her functions apart, without 
@bcing any way immers d in Matter ; or that 
Wthere is an extraordinary conſtancy and vi- 
Weour in it, and that the Soul, in ats ſRrug- 

lings with the Body, hath all the advan- 
Wage , that a ſtronger 'perfon hath over a 
weaker. 


'ut caleſte \ aliquid, Coſtarde, «firiſqg; pro- 
prinquum, ", | | 
orbus hic ef, ſuperoq, trahit de lumine Is- 
Cem, \ + Hoek, ES 

ut ſervant immota ſuum. Bona vera ſerenum, 

"81g, ſuper propries Firtas Haſs rams, «, 
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6 Secarron's Letters. 
Nec pudeat decreta humili 9.6290 ſoces 


Grandia, & ampullas verborum & women ha- 
neſti | t 
Magnificum, ac veras audire in carmine voces. ' 
SCARRO ger, SCARRO, i»fanado data pre- 7 

aa dolore, | £2N 
Non fatum crudele, Jovern non clamat ini» WY 
quum; SI 
Tratis parcit ſuperis, ſortiq; maligne, 
Et patitur [evos invitta mente dolores, 7 
Tucundumg; effert dirs inter ſpiculs vultum. 
Nec ſimulata geru perſonam indutus honeſtam, 
Vel miſta ridet, veluti Mezentius, ira, WD. 
Sed purum, ſine fraude & laxis ridet habens. 
Dic tterum, neq; ſat ſemel eſt dixiſſe triumphos, 88 
Qui Leta, ingenioſa, egro de pettore promit, | 
Qt ludit Deum & Enceladum, vaſtumq, Ty: | 
phcoa | 
Terri ney, altos, feſtivo carmine fratres ; 
Qui ſedeat licet eternum, mirabile dicts, 
Perpetnas agitat Pindi per amen choreas, 
Proxim tlle polo, fortuniq; attior omni, | 
SCARRO mes, mihi namq, tuim, Coſtarde!| 
ded:ifti, | / 
Magnus erit Rex ille ſui, quem priſea coront 
Porticus, & rigidi 20x imperioſa Cleantho . 
Ni ſeclo invideat noſtro rigidusq, Cleay9t&Sy 
Priſceq; dis, diovimq, patri p/ Pay ne.) 
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'T know not whether the Chequer-work 


; I of this Chapter will Pleaſe you ; but out of 


a fear the length of it may diſpleale you, 


Your, &e. 
De BALLZAC. 


EC mo? 


LETTER L 


Tothe Queenof Sweden. 


Iſadane, 


3 Scarron's Letters. 


ther thoſe fortunate perſons are fully ſenſi 
ble of their Happineſs , bur, if they have nor 
for your Majeſty itomewhat that tranſcends 
admiration and reſpect, I ſhall make no dit- 
ficulty to rank them amongſt the moſt ſtu- 
pid of all undiſcerning Animals. For my 
part, were in their place, and ina conditicn 
to run about the Fields,I ſhould ſoon act the 
art of a little Xo/arnao for your fake. True 
it is, I think Tſhould not fell down, at one 
ſingle ſtroak with a Sword, as great Trees 
as he in rioſto, and that I ſhould not com- 
mit ſo much waſte, and yet my extrava- 
gances might occaſion more divertitement 
than his, though they were not ſo much to 
be fear'd , nay haply they would raiſe no 
leſs compaſſion. You ſee, Madam, that*I 
make ſufficient advantages of the permil- 
ſion your Majeſty hath been pleaſed to give 
me, as an unregarded Gallant, to make that 
Courtſhip to the greateſt Queen that ever | 
was, which that Skipping-Maſter did to; a | 
Qucen that never was. Twas prudently-/ 
done of your Majcſty to give it me, ſincg 
was refoly'd to have taken it my ſelf, ap 
Caſe you had deny'd it me, you woulg42VC 
found your ſelf diſobey'd by a. Perſps Who 
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would not do it in any thingelle, pugh it. £ 
colt him his life, But, deveſting/ Nour. * 


Scarron's Letters. ©9 


Majeſty, adam, you are an admirable per- 
jon. In all places wherever you come, your 
Eyes make you mote Subjects than a great 
Kingdom had given you, and if they do of 
themlelves all we have ſeen done by them, 
without your taking the trouble of giving 
them any inftructions, it muſt be ſe .. 
ledg'd, that the World attords not any that 
are more beautiful and more attractive, but 
withal more dangerous. Hence it comes, 
that, in all the Perfops w ho viſit me, I ob- 
ſerve a certain Rivalihip in the expreſſions 
they make of your Empire over thcm ; but - 
the particular Miracle your Majeſty hath 
wrought 15s upcn the Ladies, who though 
naturally inclin'd to cnvy all others, con- 
ſpire in an unanimous acknowledgment of: 
your perfe&tions. AZadam, I ſhould dread 
being too free with your Majelty,were I nor 
aſſur'd, that you know better than any per- 
ſon inthe World, how great a dole of /cares, 
and Zx/0x goes into the compoſition ofa Poe 
et, and that the Hiſtory of thoſe two teme- 
rarious attempters, though the cloſe of it 
be not much to the advantage of thoſe poor 
Merchants of Immortality, 15 that, of all the 
Fables, which beſt pleaſes them, and 15 of 
moſt uſe to them. There is not any much 
8pplayded Poet, but would prefer the re- 
2 ow putation 


IS 2 roger ina: " - 


10 Scarron's Letters. 
putation of being a Modern Zxion, before 


thatof turning a ſtanza well, and an Hero- 
ick Confidence (lo they call their Platonick 


and Contemplative Love) before Laurel,or 
Money, or both. But, adam, poſſibly I 
lay the wanton with the Command your 
ajeſty hath laid on me to write to you, if 

I have not already done it. I am therefore 
ro beg this favour, if your Majeſty be pleas'd 
toafford me the continuanceof this Honour, 
thatI may know, to what degree of free- 
dom my Letters may aſpire, that I may not 
preſume fo far on the priviledg you have gi- 


ven me, as to tranſgreſs the limits of that 


reſpe& which is due to you, from Perſons 
;aboncly tranſcending, 


Madam, | 
Tour Majeſties moſt humble, moſt 


Obedient,” and moſt reſpettful 


Servant, 


SCARRON. 


' your Charity. Ir 1s to be attributed, not 


| that he is fo ſoon diſcarded after fo favou- 


- while you are ws of. 
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LETTER II, 
To the Queen Regent of France, 


Madam, 


T was too Noble an adventure, for 
the moſt unfortunate of all Mcn, to be 
known to your Majeſty, and to be the 

particular object of your Compaſſion and 


lo much to his fault, as his unhappineſs, 


rable a hand of good Fortune. He is out 
of favour with the greateſt Qucen'in the 
World, his Benefa&reſs; whereof what can 
be the efftet , but that he muſt gn ta 
the Tyranny of that affliction,w hich be 
with the aſſiſtance of ſuch a-Parre 
was in goers) meaſure able to ſtr 
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to your indignation, that he may compleat 


the ſmall remainder of his life, with the Sa- 
tisfaction of telling the World that he is, 


Madam, 


Zour Majeſties moſt humble, 
obedient , and moſt reſpectful 
Servant, | 


S. 


| LETTER HL 
T o his Highneſs the Prince of Conde. 


AMayit pleaſe your Highneſs, 

Oes it not argue an exceſs of Joy tn 
me, to preſume writing to your 
Highneſs upon your happy return ? 

I muſt confels, it is fo great, that it proves 
my torment, when, tocheck it into ſotne 
moderation, I am gutlty of any endeavour 
to ſuppreſs it. And when I permit the dif. 
coveries of it, men look on it as a Prodigy, 
that an unhappy wretch who finds it work . 
enough, to ſupport his own particular miſs 
fortune, ſhould be ſo higbly concern'd in * 
the Publick Felicity, as the moſt happy _ 
| nol} >: 
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moſt healthy ; and what adds to this gene- 


ral aſtoniſhment, is, that having not the ho- 
nour of approaching your Highneſs, and 
there being ſo vaſt a diſtance between a 
Prince of Conde, and the 7 erminus of all in- 
- diſpos'd and bed-ridden people, his affection 
ſhould be ſo violent towards him, as if he 
had the perpetual ſatisfaction of ſeeing and 
admiring him. This indeed is a thing meets 
with as much difficulty of credit, as your 
Highneſles Victories, and yet is no leſs 
certain. And if your Highneſs could but 
be inducd to believeit uponmy own word, 
you would, haply afford the ardency of my 
zeal a kind reception, and be the more con- 
vinc'd of my being, beyond any Perſon in 
the World, | 2 


Tour Highneſſes moſt bumble, 
_ . moſt þ 8 ft and moſt paſs 
ftonate Servant, Foxes 
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LETTER IV. 
To the Counteſs of Brienne. 


adam, 

Ince you have had the curioſity to ſee 
me, as the Queen of Swedex had before 
you, it is but juſt, you ſhould, as ſhe did, 

give me leave to fall in Love with you, and 
to give you the Honour of a thing, which it | 
may be 1s already paſt depending on your | 
conſent. If you imagine Iask any thing of 
you, which you ought not to grant me,and 
that Iundertake more than I am able to } 
perform, I am content to be reduc'd into | 
the number only of your Friends, and to | 
conceal from you, what other more advan- | 
tageous relation I m_ be capable of. For 
without your condeſcending to that, there 
w1ll be no occaſion of my waiting on you, WW 
Which will be an extraordinary affliction to - 
me, forIwasextreamly deſirous toule the 
utmoſt of my endeavours and abilities to 
give you fatisfation. After ſuch a diſcove- 
TY, asthis is, of my intentions to you, Ire 
er it toyour own imagination, whether any : 
thing in the World would tempt me to. 
| dilap® | 
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Z diſappoint you. I ſhall therefore, with much 
{ ſincerity, give you an account of the good 
= and badqualitics of the Perion, whom you 
ZZ aretolook on as your humble Servant, as 
32 long as he lives. His Body, indeed, as you 
£3 might have oblerv'd, is very irregular, inſo- 
much that he is thought a dangerous ſpe- 
tacle to Women with Child. As to the 
Soul, he is 1o well content with his own, 
that he would not make an exchange with 
| any in the World, but your ſelf. When he 
| loves, hedoes it with ſuch violence, that he 
is ſometimes aſham'd of it, and ſince you 
= muſt know all, though he be very punRu- 
| al in acquitting himſelf of the obligations 
| and devoirs of Friendſhip, yet in one parti- 

{ cular he is defective, to wir, that of writi 
to his Friends, Butt is to be conſider'd with- 
al, that he ſpeaks advantageouſly of them 
upon all occaſions, expreſing himſelf with 
-a kind of fury, and ſometimes is ſo impor 
| tunate, as to weary ont his Auditors; and 
when he is obliged to vindicate fore per-. 
| fon whom he loves, he can hardly be dis 
ſtinguiſhed from a Lion. If you like me 
upon theſe qualifications, I aim, Body arid 
Soul, -at your ſervice. In the mean time, 
expecting your reſolution, 1n order toyour 
% * aCcePp- 
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acceptance or rejection of me, Iam, nay will 
be, however you treat me, i; F 


Madam, 


7 our moſt tranſported,and : 
moſt humble Servant. 


S 


LETTER V. 
To the ſame Counteſs. 


Madan. 

T is poſſible indeed, that you may have 
never permitted any-one to' make a dil- 
covery of love to you ; but that never 

any durſt prelume to do it, as it isnot a thing 
dependent on you,ſo you mult give me leave+ 
to doubt of it, at leaſt, till you have layd 
your abſolute commands upon me to believe 
It. "$5 


MA. bas. wg B+ BY Ay 6% Ps acct id Py vin OT TO In 


Fere you a Beauty of a lower rate; 
By one coy look you might betray your hate, 


n 


- 
+. 
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To teach a daring Lover greater caution, 1 
And [mother his aſpiring Inclination. _' 
= But you once ſeen, plac d in the nobleſt Sphear, ' 
== ho ſo reſerv'd, a5 can from Zove forbear f | 
= Or who once having lou'd can be ſo tame, 2? 
= -£ to conceale [0 violent a flame ? 

| So true it is, Love, in 4 high degree, 
Hill ſoon trangreſs the rules of ſecrecy. 


| Letus therefore be ſincere, Madam, and 
acknowledge that we have not been fo in- 
genious, as weſhould, one towards another, 
at our firſt correſpondence by Letters, and 
that, it it be impoſſtible,any ſhould ever pre- 
| ſumeto entertain you with a diſcourſe of 
Love, being ſo tranſcendently beautiful as 
youare, it1s no leſs, on my ſide, that have- | 
ing ſo great a diſcerning faculty as I am 
Maſter of, I ſhould be tamely content with 
a reducion into the number of your friends, 
. Wh a5 1 had told you: - If the end of your Let 
approach ſincerity, as mucly as the begi 
ing ſeems to be. diſtant fromic, the:ſeng- _ :; 
ments you promile to have forme will-haps- -* 
ly produce very dangerous ctiects abour: rhe. 
Court, and you: w! find there will be $. 


certain emylation/among !ſorae, 'to:ciripple. 


-be the Prince of them, ſince; my:;w 
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ready done, aod therefore ſhall think my ſetf | 
oblig'd, an{werably tomy Quality, to rranſ- 

cend. all others in the impetuolity of my 
Paſſion, ſince I have the preheminence, of F 
being firſt admitted, | = 


Madam, EL 
The humbleſt of your mf 


Servants, | 


SCARRON. 


LETTER VL 
To Monſieer Sarrazin. 


Sir, 
See you are not under any preſlure of 
I Afﬀairs in your Kingdom of Bourdeant 
- fince you have ſo much leiſure as to 
writeto me ; or that Mademoiſelle de Figer 
urns thing _— to your Heart, whet 
ou amuſe your ſelf in giving-me a partici 
Lani of-all the adaies the: is 
able to perform either in Peace or War. 
the deſcription you have made of her be foes 
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| from flattery, I muſt confeſs, I had rather 
| have brokea a leg, than ever have known 
| her, nay though ir were ſuch, as that I might 


'F# venture 1t at the dancing of a Ball ; and I 
FX do advile you not to be too familiar with 
x her, ſince you have not ſo much time to 


{quander away. Burt is there, in earneſt, 


WT any more in ir, than that you, having little 
g to do, yet deſirous to be doing, have given 
& me aningentous draught of your own ima- 


ginations of Beauty, and attributed them 
all tthe Perſon you were moft converſant 


I | withal? For you tell me ſo many things of 
FF her, that I ſhould believe but liccle; were 


it not for this refleion , that you would 
not have written me lo excellent and fo 


25 long a Letter,without ſome deſign. For, at 


| Paris, it was never beliey'd till now, that 
there was any perſon at Bourdeaux, whoſe 
attractions might raiſe a Love in Monſieur 
Gwyonet. But upon the reading of your 
| Letter, Iam eaſily induc'd to a perſwaſion, 
| That if ever Mademoiſelle de Yiger ſhall 
make all the advantages ſhe can of her pow- 
er, the number of thoſe whom the ſhall 
make ſlaves, will equal that of thoſe whom 
Guyenct had made unhappy ; and ſhe will 
be _—_ reveng'd on the poor unhappy 
men, for all the A which _ 
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dangerous Gayernian hath committed upon 
thole of her Sex. But dear Sir , conſult 


your own Conlcience, and deal ſincerely, 
Is not that ſerenity and 1ndiſturbance of | 
Mind, which you magnikie above all things, 8 
ſomewhat concern'd 1n the cale, when you | 

make an open profeſſion of having ſo vio- | 

leat Inclinations for her? For my part, 
were I {til}, as you ſay, 


Qualis eram bone 
Sub regno Cynare. 


and were, as I now imagine you to be, an 
the Banks of the Garonne, where it kindly } 
contributes to the production of ſo many | 
Flowers to ſtrew your Walks, it would # 
coſt me at the!leaft two or three thouſand: | 
diſturbances, ſeven or ow hundred jea- } 
louſies, ſome handfuls of the hair of my 
head, and a quart or two of warm tears 
tor I have now lately receiv d the gift of 
tears.as well as you, and I dare compare 
with you for matter of weeping, though it 
be. knawn, you have been as remarkable 
tor it, as the Prophet Jeremy. But to return | 
to Mademoiſelle de Yiger, 'tis a misfortune 
to be lamented, that ſhe ſhould be wiſer 
then $o/omon, There are indeed ſome men 
would 
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& would be guilty of a great extravagance 
#2 for her, as the Queen of Sheba was' for him. 


For example, I my ſelf, who am notſo wile 
as the Son of Barſabe, as ſhe told you, and 


W yet think her a more amiable: Perſon than 


that Queen of Zthiopia, would rake Bour- 
deaux in my way, upon no other deſign, 
then that of ſeeing her, ifI go next Spring 
| to Barapes, as I have ſome intentions to do. 


W But my Dog of a Deſtiny will hurrry me 
@. about a month hence towards the Zeſt- 


*# /mates : or rather, I am afraid to be ſhov'd 
2X out of £Zzrope, into America, hike a piece 
=# from one end of a Sheffle-Board to the 
2x other, by a ſort of importunate and inſup-- 
ZZ portable perſons, a fort of Excreſcencies of 
*=# Pars, who call themſelves, the Zeipgers of 
== it and Drollery. ' The Queſtion among 
them, is not, Whether a man be well prin- 
cipled, well inclin'd, or of an obliging de- 
nts" good carriage ; but whether 
| he be one of the Zzigers of it and Drollery, 
There are a certain number of perſons who 
| would attempt to give 'them a ſhove ; but 
they were told, the more ingenib4s 4mong 
them make it their bragg, That” they arc 
approv'd by a great Princeſs, whoſe Per- 
feftions of Mind equal the tranſvendehey of 
her Quality, and that they/arg'fo vain, as 
| wy tr 
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to bring her name in, to countenance the. 
gingling productions of their Wit. Had it 
not been for this conſideration, there would 8 
have been a party ready to haverifen up Þ# 
againſt them, | And this is all the account, | 


I can give the moſt ingenious of my Zuro- F: | 


pean Friends, of my departure hence for | 
Americas, 1 have in order thereto put a # 
Thouſand Crowns into the hands of a new i 

Company defignd for the Zzaves, which 3 
goes to plant a Colony within three degrees Þ 
of the Line, along the Rivers of Orillans and Z 
Orinoca. Farewel France ; Farewel Paris; 7 


Farewel Tygreſles diſguis'd in the ſhape of ; 


Angels; Farewel Menagius's, Sarrazinsand i 


Marignis, IT renounce all future Com- | 
merce with Burleſque Poetry, Comical Ro» | 
mences, and Comedics, I am now bound for } 
a Countrey where ſhall not meet with any } 
counterfeit Saints, nor Cut-purſes of devo- | 


. tion, no Inquiſition , no Winter to rack 


me to death, no defluxion to cripple me, } 
nor Warr to ſtarve me ; but a perpetual 
freedom of Converſe, ſincerity of acquain- þ 
tance, and all the enjoyments of the Gol- 


_ den Age, And yetamidi(t all theſe, I dare 


aſſure you, nothing ſhall debauch me into 
an oblivion of my obligations to you , and 
that when I write to you next from my 

Loh Palace 
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- FE Palace inthe Heſt-Znaes, I ſhall cloſe with 
7 an acknowledgment of my being, as much 


= as ever, 
| Tour moſt humble,8c. 
| S. 


LETTER VII. 
7o Mademoiſelle D'Aubigne. 


Alaaemoiſelle, 
Am very much oblig'd toa certain thing 
called /»ſtini#, for that would be al- 
: ways ſuggeſting to me that the little 
\ BE Lady, whom I ſaw coming into my Cham- 
' FF ber, about ſix months ſince, in a garment 
8 ſomewhat of the ſhorteſt, in reſpec of the 
mode now regnant, and who preſently fell a 
| crying,I know not upon what occaſion, was 
= noleſs ingenious,than her countenance gave 
| herout. The Letter you have written to 
8 Mademoiſelle de Saint Hermant, is ſo highly 
ingenious, that it argues a great decay of 
Wit in me,not tohave obſerv'd ſoon enough 
the accompliſhment of it in you. To be f1n- 
| cerewith you, I could never have imagin'd, 
that in the I{lands of Lmwerice, or among the 
| C 4 Nuns 
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Nuns of XV:ort, any ſhould be taught the 
Rules of wiiting ſo excellently well ; andl ! 
am extreamly put to it, to find ſome co» | 
lourable pretence, why you ſhould make it 
your buſinek to conceal ingenuity, when | 
others are ſo over-forward to meke all the } 
diſcoveries they can of it. Now therefore 
that you are known, you ſhould make as lit- 
tle d:iHculty of writing to me, as you have | 
done to Mademoiſelle de S. Hermant. I ſhall ! 
uſe my utmoſt endeavours, to write a Let: | 
ter comparable to yours, and you will have | 
thc ſ:tisfaction to ſee, that, if I come ſhort | 
of you in point of Wit, I will not of any | 
other, 1n being 


HMademoiſelle, 


! 
Z our moſt humble,8c, 
S, 
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LETTER VIIL 
To Madam de Sevigny, the Zidow. 


Madam, - 


Our fatisfa&tion has coſt me abun- 

dance of miſery., for what Fecipes,and 
Diect-Drink, and Phyſical Directions havel 
been the Butt of, only out of a compliance 
with the Command you had laid on me, not 
to dye, till you had ſeen me! And ye, 
Madame, all this ſtriQneſs, all my patient 


» BE obedience to thoſe who exercis'd their ab- 


2X ſolute power of life and death upon my 
body, hinders not my being ſtill in a dying 
condition, out of an impatience to ſee you. 
Had you taken an exact meaſure of your 
own forces and mine, this would not have 
happen'd. - You Ladies of prodigious merit 
imagine there is no more to be done, but to 
command. We indiſpos'd perſons have 
not ſo much the diſpoſal of our Lives. Be 
therefore ſatisfy'd to occaſion their death 
who ſee you ſooner then they would, with- 
| qut prolonging their lives, who fee you not 
10 long as you wiſh they ſhould, and blame 
none but your ſelf,ifI obey not the farſt com- 
mand you eyer laid npon me, ſingeyou have 
: ©. haſten'd 
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haſten'd my death, and that there 1s great 
Hkelihood, that, to pleaſe you, I ſhould have 
been as willing to have Jivd a hundred! 
years, as any other man. But ts it not in 
your power to change the manner of my 
death? I ſhould not be a little oblig'd to 

. All thele deaths of impatience and} 
Re are not for my turn, muck leſs ſuitable 
to my humour ; and if I have wept a hun} 
dred times for perſons who have dy'd upon 
that account, though I knew them not, 
imagine what I ſhall do for my ſelf, who 
ever made account to have a little of my} 
own humour at my death. But it is i 
poſſible for a man to elude his deſtiny, and} 
ſo I am convincd, that, whether you be 
near me, or at a great diſtance from me, 
you are the occaſion of my death. All the 
comfort I have, 1s, that,if I had ſeen you, the 
very thought of it would have added to 
the torment of my diffolution. They ſay 
you are a dangerous Lady, and that they 
who look not on you with a certain cit- 
cumſpection, are preſently taken ſick, and 
carry'd away within a ſhort time. I there- 
fore ſubmit to the death you have affigg'd 
me, and I heartily forgive you. Farewel 
Madam, I die your moſt humble Servane; 
and I pray Heaven, the diyertiſements you 

expe 


"ts 
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kxpedt to find in Britexy, be not diſturbed, 
dy a remorſe, of having been the execu- 
zoner of a perſon, who had never offended 
7OU : 


8 ———Hndthen, but then, too late 
My cruel One will think, that, if T dy, 
Fre { ſee her, 7 am not to be blam'd. 


The laſt Verſe ſhould have rim'd to one of 
he other two; but at the point of death, 
z man's thoughts are more taken up with 
dying well, than riming well. And ſo be- 
Ing ready to expire, I have only time to— 
recomraend my ſelf — 


LETTER 
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LETTE R I X. 
_ To Madan deVillarceaux. 


Madam, 


TT was no hard matter for me to find 

your Letter, that I had written a, vey 
impertinent one to you : but it was not'thi 
firſt that ever I writ, when I and my'Win 
were at ſome diſtance, and I am noth 


highly conceited of my own Prudence, # 
to preſume it will be the laſt that I ſhi 
write whileI live. The firſt time Tewe 
come abroad, I will endeayour to crawHt 
your pardon : Mean time, Madam, you 
aſſure Mademoiſelle 27euſzier, that thou 
ſhe hath' ſaid of me a hundred falſe thing 
which have brought me to the knowleay 
of many true ones concerning her, I at 
Teady to put the Maid-Servant ſhe comt- 
plains of, into the hands of the Magiſtrate, 
| and, what you wfll hardly believe, that this 
wicked Maid, whom ſhe charges to haw 
fold what ſhe could juſtly call her own, $ 

more forward to appear before the Judge 
| than ſhe her ſelf. But, Madam, I am ſom 
what afraid that I ſhall be taken at my wor 


. 
% 
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et ſhall 1 not retra& what I have ſaid. She 

—_— her Petition when ſhe pleaſes ; 

the Maid be guilty,. I ſhall be the firſt to 
pllicite againſt her. . For your ſelf, Madam, 
s you are good, and generous, you cannot 
orbear pitying a Mother that has loſt her 
Daughter, or rather that was. deſirous to 
}ave loſt her: And for her, if her Neigh- 
ours ſpeak truth, ſhe could do no leſs then 

rprize you. And, for my part, Madam, 
| ſhall give you no further trouble, but that 
f aſſuring you how infallibly I am, 


Madam, 


 ' Tour moſt humble,&c. 


LETTER X. 
Tothe Marqueſs of Villarceaux. $77 
| My Lord, : Ss 


FR Or -the diſcharge of ny. own tender 
'©* -Conſcience, I muſt needs teil you,That | 
+111 :fou know nat what yourdogwhenyou b- 
make me a. proffer,of. your Friendſhip, and =; 
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z .* 6 


are {0 deſirous, as you ſeem to be, of migy 
Though it bz habitual in you to' do gae 
actions, yet that of wiſhing well to a peri 
ſo diſcarded to misfortune, as I am, require 
a generoſity, which you will find mored 


gerous in the exerciſe of it, than you ims 


. | I find lictlefor you to hope from 
jr oe to fear.and therefore I ativiſe yu 
not to undertake it, how great ſoever uy 


advantages be thereby. This heretoforec n 


Armenticres his lite ; and not long (ing 
poor Hawcourt Tun the ſame fate, notw 
mention to you divers others, whom Ieould 
name to you, not of your acquaintance, anl 
whom Death would nor haply have ſnatdlt 
away fo foon hence, had they not been over 
forward to exprels their love to me. Mull 
I yetgive you more examples, to aſſure yt 


that my misfortune is contagious ? In 


theſe few ſuffice. Cardinal Richelies dy 
within a month after my being known tt 
him, and that I was thought ſo, happy # 


| topleaſehim. The Prince of Orenge had 


no ſooner diſcover'd his defires of making 
me ſome Preſent, but he fell ſick of the Small 
Pax, and dyd. The Preſident de Mecſ# 
did not long out-live the Viſit he made ni 
an a Chamber three Stories high. In wi 
my acquaintance, if it come to any degree 


- 
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ff Friendſhip, is ſo ſure a loſing caſt to thole 
who have ir, and of 1a ſudden a Diſaſtre, 
hat it is beyond my apprehenſion, how the 

ardinal de Aerz hath got into that Emi- 
nency, againſt Wind, Water, and Weather, 
at a time when it was the general perfwa- 
10n, that hehad a certain eſteem tor me. 
er all theſe deterring examples, if your 
heart couragioully perliſt in its reſolution, 
am, Body and Soul, yours. I am not fo 
deeply beſotted as to refule my good for- 
une, and the Friendſhip of a Perion, whom 

[ paſſionately love, as well upon the account 
pt his merit,as my own natural inclination. 
et can I not disburthen my ſelf of a com- 


paſſion for the hazard you run into for I 
pace more tell you, That Iam a Mail; which 
open'd, you will find ſtuff d only witly mif- 
fortune, and conſequently how fatal ma 
Prove to you being, | Bl 


Zowr moſt humble,8c. 
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LETTER XL 
To the Queen of Sweden. ; 


Madam, 


ys i offer your Majeſty a Comedy, and 
that of my Compolure, is to make yoil 
a Preſent infinitely below your Worth and 
Quality : Only.I have this plea, That every 
one ought to be tax'd according, to his abt 
lities, for the payment of the Tribute due to 
' you, from all thoſe who make it their con» 


cern to write 1n the preſent age.. In that' 


of ugaſius, men paid 1n Verſe and Proſe the 
ſame Tribute to the Patron of the Yirtuoſs, 


the deceas'd Mecenas, whom your Majelty 


knows, better than I, by the general con- 
fent of all the Poets, to have been a very 
oo Perſon. But how highly ſoever his 

2 may have been celebrated in the 
World, all the advantage he now hath. of 
your Majeſty, is only that of Precedence 
andI would confidently venture all the lit- 
tle eſtate I have in the Kingdom 'of Parneſ- 
Jos that your Majeſty would have defeated 


1! bis Deſigns, and forc'd him to exaſpers-. 
tion, as your Father the Great Guſftevm. 
would 
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would have done his Maſter fuguſtwus, had 
they been to diſpute the Empire of the Uni- 
verle. But, adazp, it it be pardonable in 
a Perſon ſo much the objectof pity, upon 
the account of Miſery, as I am, toput queſti- 
ons to a great Queen, as you are, I would 
know, whether it be not ſometimes incom- 
modious to your Majeſty to be lo highly 
WF 2 Heroine as you are? Extraordinary Me- 
Writ hath alſo its inconveniences, and all 
WT thele Dedicatories of: Books , which we 

Poets would have to pals for Incenſe, with. 

thoſe whom we pretend to Heroify, arenot 

always of the (ame value, nor have. the 
"WF ſame effect. There are ſome of thoſe Drugs 
caſt forth but lutle perfume, though much. 
ſmoak ; and I my {elf am in ſuſpence, whe- 
ther what I offer your Majeſtie, will paſs 
in your Court for Spaniſh Balls, gr com- 
mon ones. The late Prince of Oranze 
made uſe of them heretofore, and was ne- 
ver the worſe for it : if your Majeftie thiok 
them worth your approval in any degree, 
be not ſparing of them ; ſince all I have 
now left is only fer Her, whom all the 
World unanimouſly acknowledges to have 
furpaſsd in Merit all the Princes of paſt 
Ages, to eclipſe all of the preſent, and to 


| bean Example to thoſe of the future, And 
D this 
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this is as true, as it is true, that I paſſiof 
nately am, b 


MADAME, = 
Your Mijeſties moſt &c. _ 


S. 


LETTER XII. 
Tz ST. 


My Lord, . 
Leave it to ſuch as can, make greateſt | 
braggs of Health,and are moſt concernd 
in your Afﬀairs, to be more joyful than1 

am, at the recovery of your Liberty. ] 
thought once to have ſaid, That your Emi- 
nency could not have been more glad of it 
than I am; but that had been an extrava- 
gant expreſſion. For the different traverſes 
of Fortune make no difturbance in the 
Calmneſs and Serenity of your Mind , and 
it Adverſity find you always on your Feet; 

Proſperity does not force you togoever the | 
faſter. In fine, you are now, my Lord, g& 
out of that obſgure Dungeon, where you 
| were 
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ere ſo inconveniently lodg'd , and me- 
inks (not derogating from the reiped I 
we thoſe in whoſe power 1t is to affign 
uch Lodgings) they are not well read in 
he Ceremonies of Eatertainment, ſince 
they bring you out with a much greater 
reſpet and complement , then they had 
BSconducted you into that enchanted Palace. 
$&The applauſes they receive for the latter 
HE&will haply raiſe in them an inclination of - 
ZT&receiving often the like: Heaven grant it 
Ze (o, and me the happineſs to ſee your 
SZEminency at a place, where I may be heard; 
Efrom my own Chair to yours, afluring you, 
*Zthat I am more than ever, | 


7 our Eminencies moſt,&c. 
S 


LETTER XIIL 


To *> * 


Hear of your falling ill of a Tertitn, if'tt 
come to 2 Quarran Ague, we ſhall have 
work enough for a _ Winter g for you 
Io p are 


«#93, 
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this is as true, as it is true, that I paſſic 
nately am, 


MADAME, b 
Your Maijeſties moſt,&c. 


S. 


— 


LETTER XII. 
FE ES, 


My Zord, 


Leave it to ſuch as can, make greateſt 
braggs of Health,and are moſt concernd 
in your Afﬀairs, to be more joyful than] 
am, at the recovery of your Liberty. | 
thought once to have ſaid, That your Emt 
nency could not have been more glad of it 
than I am; but that had been an extrava- 
gant expreſſion. For the different traverſe 
of Fortune make no difturbance in the 
Calmneſs and Serenity of your Mind , and 
if Adverſity find you always on your Feet; 
Proſperity does not force you togoever the 
_ faſter. In fine, you are now, my Lord, g& 
| out of that obigure Dungeon, where you 
| ——_— 


ig: 


were ſo inconveniently lodg'd , and me- 
inks (not derogating from the reipedt I 
we thoſe in whole power it is to aſſign 
uch Lodgings) they are not well read in 
he Ceremonies of Entertainment. fince 
hey bring you out with a much greater 
eſpe&t and complement , then they had 
onducted you into that enchanted Palace. 
he applauſes they receive for the latter 
will haply raiſe in them an inclination of 
receiving often the like: Heaven grant it ' 
be ſo, and me the happineſs to ſee your 
Eminency at a place, where I may be heard; 
from my own Chair to yours, afluring you, 
that I am more than ever, | | 


Tour Eminencies moſt, &c. 
. | 


» 
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LETTER XIIL 


Tag © *. 


— 


mo of your falling ill of a Tertian; if it 


come to a Quarran Ague, we ſhall have 


work enough for a FOO Winter, for _ 
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are not to queſtion, butit will be as much'a 
torment to me, as it isto you. I pray let 
me know how many fits you have had al 
ready, and what account your Phyſitians 

ive of it, ſince you are like to ſee them 
firſt ; and certainly it isa very extraordt- | 
nary accident, that you know ſome things 
of me, four or five days betore I hear them 
- my ſelf. I muſt needs have a great conki- 
dence of my ſtrength, rack'd with affliction 
as Iam, when concern my ſelf in, and par- 
ticipate of yours. I know not whether it 
had not been more prudently done of me, 
to have been diſtruſtful of you, the farſt 
time that ever I ſlaw you. I ſhould have 
done lo, and judg'd of it by the event: but 
what likelihood was there, that a young 
Maid ſhould diſturb the quiet Impotency ot . 
an 01d Batchelour, or ever fall under a ſulpi- 
tion of having given me lo great a tempta- 
tion, as that I ſhould regret my not being 
in a condition to revenge my ſelf? Bur 
away with flattery , I know you are ſick, 
but not, whether you are fo carefully at- 
tended _ ſhould be. This very diſquiet 
adds much to the trouble and affliction it is 
tome, that Iam forc'd to love, and at the 
{ame ſce that it is the greateſt madneſs in 
the world to do ſo? Ever and anon an hu- 


MOour 
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mour takes me to venture on a Journey in- 
to Poitow, through all the preſent extremity 
of weather, and mafy briars and thorns by 
the way, whichit it can be effected inme 
otherwiſe than by: Witchcraft, 1-ſhall ſide 
with the Modern Scepricks and Deiſts, and 
believe there never was any ſuch thing. 
Return then, in the Name of God, return 
hither, and think it high time, when I am 
come to that degree ot diſtraction, as to re- 

ret abſent Beauties, 1 ſhould have under- 
food my ſelf better; ,and conſider'd, that 1 
endure pain and torment enough,to become 
an abſolute Crippple from head to foot, 
without being pofſeis'd of that diabolical 
grief, called 7 he Zmpatience to ſee you, Tis 
one of the moſt curſed fort ot evil ſpirits. 
Dol not ſee how he torments poor Mon- 
fieur * * * upon no other account, then 
that he ſees not you, as often as he would, 
though he does it daily? The Letfers he 
writes to us diſcover the deſpairing condl- 
tion he is in, and I dare at this preſent lay 
a Wager on his damnation, not upon the 
ſcore of his being a Heretick, but that of his 
loving you. Yet methinks you ſhould.dif- .. 
coyer ſome moderation in your conqueſts 
and think of ſome ceſſation of your hoſtt- 

D 3 


Command, 
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Command, 7 ſy, your marth'ring eyes, | | 


To be leſs cruel theks they were , 
Or T7 ſball call you Cockatrice, 


And not, as { was wont, my Dear, 


But why ſhould 7 bring in my ſelf as one 
of the Martyrs of your Cruelty ? Be notſo 
fond as to imagine any ſuch thing, but 'r 
ther that you are happy not to have ought 
to do with me. You will haply laugh-at 
my menaces : but knaw, icornful Beauty, 
that there will be found ſome gallant Men, 
to engage in a ſervice wherein rhe Publick 
is concern'd. . Tell me, my darling, Have 
you renounc'd Chriſtianity, and embrac 
Mabumetiſme, that you ſeem to make the 
deſtruction of Mankind your divertiſ6 
ment? Ir muſt certainly be ſo; and yt 
there is one Humour remarkable in the 
more *civiliz'd and religious part of the 
Turks, which is, that they are much addi 
ed toAlms; but you are far from it,and have 
not the leaft charity in the world even for 
thoſe who love you. You are therefore 
no value, though you are made up of an in 
termixture of good and bad things. You 


verifie the Proverb beyond any one, 7ht 


6 i not Gold that glifters ; and now it may 


& 


[ 
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"be ſaid, 7 hat all Devils are not black, And 
"Bet (ſee the Prerogative of Beauty) I can- 

not forbear acknowledging my ſelf, more 
han any other, . 


Madam, 
Zour moſt humble, and moſt 


obedient Servant, 


S. 


LETTER XIV. 
Fr * 


My Zord, 
Have underſtood from Monſieur 4s Ps, 
how kindly you have ſollicited his Ma- 
ſeſty on my behalf,and what good offices 
you have endeavour'd to do me at Courr, 
where your influence being ſo great, no 
doubt what you attempt will prove accord- 
ingly ſucceſsful. All I have to ofter to 
your conſideration in this particular, is that 
you _ find the oppoſing of my crols for- 
tune a harder task than at firſt ſight you 
imagine, finceI cannot but fear it will give 


Ds you 


40 Scarron's Letters. - 
you the diſſatisfaction of not compelling 
ity had 


once in your life, what your genero 

engag'd you to undertake. Yet, howe're 
you come off ,, my obligations to you will 
be as tranſcendent, as they can poſſibly be 
in a Perſon who has hardly the honour of 
being known to you, who never did you 
any ſervice, who 1s incapable qe, any, 
and whom nevertheleis you will needs take 
into your proteC&tion. Should I not be high: 
ly ſenſible of theſe ſurprizing kindnelſles, 
there were no colourable excule to be made 
for me, but that the wretchedneſs of my 
condition had reduc'd me to a more than 
ordinary ſtupidity. Oa the contrary, I am 
a great admirer of {uch perſons as you are, 
and I begin to be troubled, that the ap- 
proaching period of my life, will prevent 
my full knowledg of yours, which I ſhould 
ſtudy with as much ſatisfaction, :as I have 
done all thoſe of the moſt 1Illuſtrious Men: 
Though I wis never guilty of any natural 
inclination to be a great Courtier, yet am 
I one of thoſe Jon in the World, to 
whom ſome of the greateſt in the King: 
dome have many times made promiſes, and 


for the moſt part broken them. But that 


misfortune, attended by many others, 
not hinder by being content with my For- 


tune, 
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une, if you are fatisfy'd how intirely I 
am 


Tour moſt humble, 8c, 
S. 


r of 
you HT 
op -LEFTER XV. 

e 
gh. Ta the Zord Biſbop of Mans. 
as My Zord, | | 
my Am not dead, as the other eight Canons 
ban are, whoſe Prebendaries you have lately 
am - diſpos'd of, and yet you have allo given 
Ire, away mine. TI ſhould be much troubled, if 
ap. they were no otherwiſe dcad than I amy 
ent not but that I have a ſufficient charity for 


uld my Neighbour ;. but if they had not been 
we dead, Monhieur Coſtard, and Monſieur de 
eN; PE/kee,who haply ze yet myFriends,would + 
ral not have been Arch-Deacons and Canons. 


um I know not how I came to put'in that word 
to haply , haply Thad not us'd it, if I had con- 
g- fiderd what Iwas doing. If ever I bave 
nd the honour to write to you again, I will 


at ſend you the firſt draught of my Letter, leſt 

I put any thing into it offenſive to my Con- 

ſcience, But to return to my Propend ths 
ince 
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ſince you have diſpos'd of it, you ought to! 
give me another for it, though it were only 
to make me ſome requital, tor the time 
have loſt, in relying on the promiſes of 
our deceas'd Uncle, of happy Memory, and 
little mindfulneſs of his word. You know 
well enough what you have to do, but if 
were in your condition, I ſhould beſtow a 
Benefice on a Perſon that were in mine, 
And indeed you have a ſure Expedient to 
procure a vacancy,without burthen to your 
Conſcience, or injury to good Manners, as 
was done by a Regular Eunuch named or. 
tier, Abbot of Aarmouſtier, and Uncle tothe 
Abbot of Fxron, This Maſter-Monk todk 
occaſion to poiſon 2 {core of Priors at one. 
Dinner ; which Accident occaſion'd the 
publiſhing of a Book, intituled, 7he Method 
+ of procuring 4 Vacancy of Benefices, written 
by the Reverend Father in God. 8&c. *Tis 4 
_—_ ſign that Old Ageſteals upon'me, 
incel fall 1nto the humour of telling little 


Stories. But it is in the Night time, and 

the Clock has ſtruck Twelve, and the Z4- 

verains, who are great Talkers, are no lo- 

vers of thoſe who are ſo liberal of that Ta- 

lent asthemſelves ; and for my part, Iam 

orie of the Fn talkers of any within the. 
m 


compals of my acquaintance. It ſeems al- 


lo, 


vr 
8. 


nel 


28 


63. == 


he 


fo, by this Lettex, that 7 am liberal enough 
 koning of my Cenftefſion will not be much 


| are toremember, my Friend Menagius, with 
| tage from the Revenues of the Church, and 


| -late, as you'are, But 7 ſhall not hereafter 


_ ever Z write to you, / ſhall doit with all 
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in that of writing, and that 7 think the rec- 


enflam'd, by this dallying with one of the 
higher degrees of Reverence. Yet there is 
one thing 7 muſt not at this time forbear 
minding you of, now that you are in the 
Kingdom of your Fathers, Ir is, that you 


all his great worth, hath very little advan- 


that you ought to procure his participation 
thereof. I am by this minded alſo of an ob- 
livion of my own in this Letter, which is, 
that Zhave not ſcatter'd, My Zord, in ſeve- 
ral places of it, a complement due to a Pre- 


be chargeable with that omiſſion, and if 


requiſite Ceremonies, aſſuring you in the 
mean time, that 7am, % 


My Zord, 


Your moſt humble and moſt obe- 

diemt Servant, and, mhat's * 
more, Canon, 

SCARRON. 


. 
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LETTER XVL 
To his Eminency the Cardinal de Retz. 


My Lord, | 
kh have mage#ne rich in deſpight of 
Fortune, by compaſſing youx, ad: 
vancement to the Cardinal's Hat, 'with the 
defeating of all their Projeas, who envy'd 
you that Grandeur. I have hazarded all 
my Eſtate in Wagers that you would attain 
that Dignity , it muſt therefore be mightily 
improv'd, it I have todo with Perſons of 
Honour and tender of their eagagements 
'Tis my humble Suit to Heaven, That yours 
may have the like augmentation, according» 
to what diſpoſal the Divine Providence ſhe 
think moſt convenient. Nor is-it likely to 
be tedious in giving this Promotion of 
yours its full accompliſhment,and that your . 
new Dey will be compleated with all 
the additional dependencies - 'conſequent 
=Y. thereto, for the conviction of all the World, 
WW -; Qthatthe Hand which made the Cardinals of 
Aimboiſe and Richeliew, had not yet ſhewn 
all it could have done. Mean time, I only 
beg your aſſurance, that whether in Fraxce, 
the Zvdict, or what Climate ſoever my un- 


happy 


"RET 4. 
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aſhonately be, | 
| Four Eminency's moſt humble,8cc. 


I. 


LETTER: XVII. 
To the Duke de Retz. 


Ay Lord, | 
T may be you conceive a great ſelf-ſatis- 
faction, when you reflect on your gene- 
rolity, Diſlodge that fond imaginations 
it is the moſt incommodious quality an 
Eminent Perſon can be guilty of, when he is 
ſo imprudent as to ſpin oug his divertiſe- 
ment, in the company of ſu a Wretch as 
Iam. We Writers are a — ſort of 
people, for where we are once oblig'd, we 
are importunate all the daies of our lives 


” 


after. You beſtow'd on'me ſome days ince | | 


the Works of Monſieur de Foitere , I am 
now to begg of you a thing of greater im- 
portance. I am acquainted with ſome 
Lords, whoſe countenances would change 


at theſe laſt wards of my Letter, But they 


as I 
happy Deſtiny diſpoſes of me, I (tall ever 
PAll 
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arenot fo terrible, as to frighten or ſtartle 
2 Duke de Retz, and Idurſt be ſworn, heig 
as impatient to know what I defire of him, 
' as I am aſlur'd of obtaining it. "Tis this: 
A young Gentleman, whole nameT find in 
the Catalogue of my choiceſt Friends, and 
one who at the age of twenty years hath 
been concern'd in twenty engagements, as 
noble as that of the #or«tij and Curiaty, and 
hath as great, a reputation of Prudence as 
 Gallantry, hath kill'd a vapouring Braggs- 
 dochio, by whom he was forc'd to a Duel, 
He cannot procure his Pardon any where 
but in Peri, and he would fain be in ſafety 
there, meerly out of a repugnance he hat 
to the ſevering of his head from the ſhoub 
ders.” I could prevail for his reception into 
the Palace of a great Prince , but for his 
entertainment there, as to proviſion, I ca 
promiſe notMing ; and I think ſtarving t 
greater misfortune, than tobe in fear of hx 
| viog ones Throat cur by an Officer appout- 
ted for that purpoſe. But if you afford him 
the SanQuary of your Roof, he will be ina 
condition to defie both ; and you will have 
no ſmall ſatisfaction, in taking inte yout 
m hon a young Gentlemen fo ch de 
rVIng it. Beſides, you will have the grea+ 
teſt plefure in the World, in ſeeing Cans 


dles ſnuff'd-with Pifſtol-bullets, as often as 
you ſhall thiak fit to be a ſpeRator of that 
Divertiſement: AndIqueſtion not,but you 
will give me thanks, being as you are, the 
moſt generous of all Dukes, for finding you 
out {o noble an occaſion to exerciſe your 
Generofity ; and I for my part, promiſe to 
ſupply you with the like as often as I can, 
and that, as ſoon as you ave granted me 
what I now deſite, I ſhall imporrune you 
daily, to imploy your intereft and that of 
your Friends,to procure the pardon of mine. 
The Zerle/qze Muſe will not be filent upon 
the obtaining of this favour, but will ac- 
quither (elf well enough of an acknowledg. 
ment thereof; though hitherto the - 
been little put to it upon 2 ſubje& of this 
nature. I beg g your pardon a thouſand times 
for the tedioulneſs of my Letter,and as often 
kiſs your hands, remaining, 


My Zora, 
7 our moſt humble 8c. 
. S. v 
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LETTER XVIIL 


To the Count de Vivonne. 
Hy Lord, 


Hile you are taking your diver- 
\ ſions in*the Country, apd haply 
killing Horſes, *in the purſyit of * 
Hares, we have wanted'your good wiſhes 
at. a Wedding ; which hath united two., 
Warlike Nations,between whom the height 
of the Ypennines made not ſo great a dis 
ſtance, as the difference of their Humours, 
I needed not to have ſent you this Newes, 
ſince it is not to be imagin'd, but you know 
It already ; yet ſince there is a neceſſity of 
. my writing to you, I thought it not impro- 
24 to begin with that great piece of Intel 
igence, meerly out of this reflection, that, 
if all other Records fail, Poſterity may find 
the time of ſo remarkable an occurrence by 
thedate of my Letter to you. Your next 
_ obſervation will be, that, notwithſtanding 
this ſtrange revolution, the City of Paris 
15 much at the ſame rate as when you left | 
it ; that, for of rational perſon, there are 
a hundred thouſand that are not ſuch, nor 
25 Bel ever. 


>, 
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ever will be ; and that this is as true of the 


Women, as the Men. Thereis another in” 
convenience conſequent to the removal o 
the Court ; which 1s, That they who ſmell 


of their dirty Shops where ere they go,pre- - 


ſume to take the Wall of all they meer, an 

plead the prerogative of Birth and Breed- 
ing in the greateſt City in the World. No 
Quarter ot it, but has a Poet, good or bad y 
nor Houſe, where Company hath acce(s,bue 
is peſter'd with vain and ſuperfluous Tal- 
kers.” Of thele, mine hath the precedence, 
and 1 muſt þear all, without any otherre; 
medy than that of bemoaning my ſelf, rq 
ſee the afictions of my Mind bear ſome pro- 
portion to the infirmities of my Body. For 
my part, the decaies of my condition ar 

daily more and more obſervable, and I fret 
my ſelf row'd to my end faſter than Icould 
wiſh. I havea thouſand pricking pains: or 
rather a thouſand Legions of Devils in my. 
Arms and Legs, and yet in that condition, I 
cannot reproach my ſelf with any remiſſion. 
in the love I bear you. I know not how 

far it may contribute to that of my pain ; 

but this I am-certain of, that ”= owe me 

a great meaſure of Eſteem and Friend(hip, 
and that, if you do me Juſtice, I ſhall have. 
this to bragg of, os" WIEs the period of _ 


' 6 ah as. 
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my days, I have made ſo advantageous an 
acquaintance as yours. I might very well 
think this a fair acqueſt, for a Perſon who 
cannot ſtirr from the place where he is ſet, 
and give a check to all further ambition, 
but you have given me ſo excellent a Cha 
racer of Monlieur archini, that I ſhall 
never acquit you of the promiſe you hay 
made me of the honour to be known to 
him. Yet muſt it be with this precaution, 
That he be not a man of many comple 
ments, for when I am forc'd to make any 
my felt, or to receive them from others, ] 
cannot forbear weeping, and am put out of 
countenance, to think what a loſs they alfo 
are at, who will needs diſplay their Elo- 
quence, when they have to do with the ob- 
ject of univerſal compaſſion. In a word, 1 
have as great an averſion for Complements, 
as moſt people have for Serpents,and Toads 
and to aſſure you it is ſo, I ſhall conclude my 
Letter without making you any, and put 8 
ſhort period to a long Letter, by telling you 
that I am, | 0 


My Zoya, _ 
Tour moſt humble and moſt 
obedient Servant, * 


'S 


LETTER 


a, 


_ $0 


at Braſſels,, for he who writ them at Pars 
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LETTER XIX. 
7o Monſficar Marigny. 


Sir, 
Muſt acknowledg my ſelf orepreſs'd by 
the weight of fo great an honouras that 
of being ſo much in the remembrance of a 
Prince; and that though F am the moſt 
wretched, and the moſt froward perſon that 
ever was, yet there have been general ob- 
fervations made of my alacrity, ſince I have 
receiv d your affurances, that his Highneſs 
found ſome diverſion in the reading of my 
Letters. I muſt impute it toa ſtrange ha- 
zard, that they ſhould be thought pleaſant 


is a Perſon the moft apt to beout of humour 
of any in the world. And who,with a mif- 
chief could be otherwiſe, plac'd in the ſame 
circumſtances asI am ? True it is, that ſome. 
expreſs a certain eſteem for me ; many take. 
occaſion to compaſſionate the hardneſs of 
my Fortune ; but how few endeavour to' 
alleviateir ? Inthe mean time 


Gray hairs, effliftion, diſcontent, 
Poifon all my Oy : 
z 


FFI 


> Scarows Letters, 


» Paſt ills, the preſent, thoſe to come, 
Haſten my courſe to my long home, 


When L. bethink my ſelf, that:T was once 
handſome enough to deſerve the re- 
ſpects of the Bojis-Roberts of my time , when 
I reflect that I have.been healthy enough 
till the Twenty ſeventh year of my age, © 
have drunk after the rate of a Germs ; that 
Lam till as ſound within.,as that Icandrink 
of all Liquors, and eat of all forts of Meat, 
' with as much unreſervedneſs and indiffe 
rence, as the greateſt Epicureans , whenl 
bethiok my ſelf, that my apprehenſions are 
not faint, SOR, of impertinent ; that 
Iam free from ambition and avarice, 
_ {ama od continu'd me the uſe of 
_  thole Legs, which have perform'd their part 
well ina Dance, abs hands wick 
have been well skill'd in Drawing, and 
playing: on the: Lute ; and in fine a very: 
ſtrejght Body , ſo that I might have liv'da 
bappy, though ſomewhat an obſcure life; 
Laſſure you, my dear Friend, that if it had 
ber lawful for me to have :been my own. 
xecutioner , I had long fince wafted my. 
ſelf in a Socrarick draught into the other 
World. Nay I am ſomewhat. of a  periwa- 
fon, thatT muſt come to it in time _. 
Df ; . _ Orewhelmd 


Fd 
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Orewhelm'd with ſadneſs, grief, and miſery, | 
Far beyond all fappers of Conſtancy, 
Admitting not the hope of any reſt, © 

But what in a deep grave may be poſſeſt ; 

' My reſtleſs thoughts continually dulate + 
Thomplves on the diſaſters of my Fate, __ 
But what avail imprudent exclamations? 
Tu vain with Heau'n to mate expoſtula- 

tions. 
For if the Pow'rs above do ſo decree , 
7 o puniſh my licemtious Poetry, pm 
T hat, from the fatal minute of my birth, 
4 ſhould be wretched, till Im turn'd toearths 
Far be't from me, their Orders to oppoſe, 
But court their favour in ſubmſſive Proſe. 


This ſhall be the laſt ſally of my Poetick 
vein, it lay ſo heavy on my heart, that T 
could not be ar eaſe, till'I had disburthen'd 
my ſelf of it. And to make you further re- 
paration for the trouble I give you by the 
peeviſhneſs of this Letrer, I ſend you fix 
Stanza's which I have added to the Baro- 
uade, The:News ſpread abroad of the Spa+ 
niſh Paralytick, who is to-challenge me up- 
on the.ſcore of reputation, hath found thoſe 
whom I have acquainted with it very good 
ſport. There has not yet been 50000 Z#- 
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vers beſtow'd in Spaniſh Grammars, as you 
ſay, though the Spex;ſþb Tonge was never 
ſo corrupted as it hath lately been at Paris, 
I am extreamly oblig'd to you for the pains 
you-take to ſupply me with .Sp»i/s Come- 
dies. I wilh, &c. Lo 


a 


'LETTER XX. 
To the ſame Monſevr Marigny: 


Ever was two-legged or two-handed 
X Creature hurry'd into ſuch a degree 
of exaſperation as I am at this time, that, 
when you thought I might find his Highnels 
the Prince ſome divertiſement, my claw- 
like hand is grown ſo rebellious, that I cane 
not command it to write. For, asifall m 
other aMictions were not torment —_— | 
to me, I muſt make what ſhift Ican to tell 
you. that for above a month now paſt, I 
ave had a continual conflict with the 
Gout, which like Promethews's Vulture has 
he agen me without the leaſt remorſe, or. 
conhderation of my other infirmities. And 
what do you imagine can do amidſt the 
racking twitghes it gives me? Or how 


me at this time, when the Prince himſelf is 
exposd to the jerks of the ſame inexorable . 
diſeaſe? All Icando, is to fancy to my elf, 
that I come not behind Job in milcries, 
though I may do it in patience. Ir makes 
me ſo inventive in the faculty of ſwearin 
that I think, without oftentation, I _ 
out-!{wear any man in Fraxce, though at 
other times, I place that —_ the moſt 
ſuperfluous Tranſgreſfſions, an | I muſt ac- 
knowledg it to be ſo. now, for any thing I. 
am the better for it. , Certainly, if the 
PRO the torment which occaſions it, 
oes not expiate the crime, as I can hear, {0 


£ ſhall TI in the next World be the moſt wret- 


ched of all Mankind. For ſometimes my 
furious tranſports are ſo like thoſe of a dam- 


| nedSoul, that if a commanded party of De- 


vils were coming for me, I think I ſhould 
endeavour to meet them half-way. I doubt 
they are coming, fot I begia to feel the firſt 
acceſſes of a dreadful fit, and therefore muſt 
take a ſhort leave of you, and leaye you to 


imagine the reſt with &c. 
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' ſhould I reſent the malicious viſit it makes 


: 


| 
| 
; 
| 


_ the Aﬀairs of Zurope might change face,a 


_ Cefires, to ſee your Prince once more 11 ; 


feypulers, and jay far Monſigur—— For. | 
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LETTER XXL, 
To the ſame, 


$ST7R, 
J/ Our writing to me has given me the” 
| greateſt ſatisfaction I could have ex> 
ed. My generous Friends are all the 
ſtate I have in this World ; and when 
you aſſure me that you are of that number, 
Icannot forbear Maris you again, That. 
you give me a greater occaſion of rejoycing, 
rhan I ſhall derive trom the General Peace, 
which 1s now {d near its concluſion. The 
Cn nag will poſſibly, at firſt ſight, ſeem 
weak to you, andI mult acknowledg, that . 


hundred times, ere ever mine look any. 
better. - But. I am over head and ears. un. 


Frante, though 1t were only for this reaſons .. 
That France. is this Year but poorly. fur: - 
niſh'd with, Princes, and yet | was are as. 
many. as'ever there were, and the fuble- 
quent years will haply prove'no betfer than 
this: and if I have my ſatisfaction in that, - 
I ſhall have it alſo, in embracing my tall,my 


, I X 
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I queſtion not, bur ſtrong Beer has made 
ſome additionals to his former bulk. - But 
is it poſſible, the great and Heroick Conde 


- ſhould know, that I am yet among the liz 


ving? My Friend Guenault told me ſo,and 
that he had leen lying upon his Table the 
Second Part of my Comical Romance. . It put 
me into ſuch an humour, as I never was ia 
twice before ; I was lo tranſported with 
Heroick thoughts of my ſelf, and if my 
Diſeaſes had not faſten'd me ro my Chair, 
I would have ſtollen upon him to ſee how 
he would have been frighted' at the mon- 
ſtrous appeerance of the Author, Theſe 
Heroes are an odd fort of people, and would 
be worth the whiſtling after, if they could 


\ but be brought to love the indigent part of 


Mankind, as well as the others love them. 
As for yours, he- ſeems to have heroify'd 
himſelf a hundred times over, ſince he has 
taken upon him the Condu& of our Invin- 
cible Troops , and it may be ſaid of him, 
That if he were a great Prophet in his 
Country, where the Scripture ſayes that 
no.man is, he.prov'd much mare ſuch a ong 
in a ftrange Country. If he take the pains 
to read any thing of the five Epiſtles, in 
Verſe, which you receive herewith, be 
Pleasd to let me know what he _ of 
S's | them, 
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them. The Melancholy oe comes 

wing hot out of my Study , the others 
otha laſt Years productions. 'Tis pity 
the Perſon whois the ſubje& of it had not 
been ſome more notorious Raſcal. But 
this is only a damn'd Tax-gatherer, who 
owes me fix hundred Piſtol. and would 
- conſcientiouſly chowſe me of that ſmall 
Summe. You tell me of a Lady that's fal- 
kninlove with me, I intreat you to give 
her timely notice, that my Diſeaſes have 
rendred me of ſo mregular a Figure, that 
Women with Child are forbidden acceſs 
to me, for fear of Monſtrous Births, and 
Miſcarriages. But for your part, I adjure 
you to be kind to 


Tour 


Lazarillo di Tormes. 


A 


_ 


Ly 


LETTER XXII. 
7o the Mareſchall D'Albrert. 
My Zora, 


/ Ou are not to be ſo much bemoan'd 


by others, as you imagine to your ſelf, 
ſince that if your abſence, or exile, or what 
elie you pleas'd to call it, were not volun- 
tary, you might ealily find an occaſion to 
mu the Campagne : But it is to befear'd, 
that ſome beautiful Eyes at X«intonge have 
made a conqueſt over yours, and you have 
the ambition to have your Military 7rophies 


, 


int&woven with Points de Penize. Your 


Friends therefore here are much more to be 
bemoan'd than you are, and their com- 
plaints are more preſſing. For my part, I 
am clearly daſh'd out of all countenance. 
When you were pleas'd to honour me with 
your Viſits, I thought it the R_ happi- , 
neſs I could make by braggs of. The appea- 
rance of your Coach at my little door ren- 
dred it venerable to all the Inhabitants of 
the on _ ing __ —_— _ it 
procur'd me the envy of ſeveral great Gates, 
whoſe —_— Sink: _—— —_ ac- 
pommodgated to entertain Perſons of your 
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Quality. Nay, the ſtanding of Any 
Coach at the ſame place: ſome time fince, 
does ſtill keep. my Neighbours jn awe : but 
It is to be fear'd, that they will forget them- 
ſelves again, if ſome Courtiers make. not a 
ſpeedy return to Pars, and, till yours _ 
pen, keep up our glory and repute, which, 
for want of ſuch Vilitants, is much eclipsd, 
But though it ſhould be ſo darkned, as that 
I might never recoverought of my former 
luſtre, yet is it poſſible, that a man may be 
comforted with a little Philoſophy. But 
the caſe 1s quite otherwiſe, when a man 1s. 
torc'd to be Six months together without 
leeing the perſons he loves. Were 1t.not 
for the kindne(s of your writing to®me 
ſometimes, I ſhould ſoon make it known to 
all the World, by a generous a& of deſpair, 
that my Heroes are not ſuch Idols, as a fan- 
taftical hamour, or Time can deſtroy ; that 
Madam Scarrom. ſpeaks againſt her Con-' 
ſcience, or knowes not well the internal 
concerns af a man, with whom ſhe ſpends 
the beſt part of her life, when ſhe tclls you, 
that my affe&ion to you will not laſt above 
Six Months. Fhat will be try'd by the effe&.. 
But now I ſpeak of Heroes, you tell me,that 
Monſieur the Svrintendant,, who is allo'one 
of my Heroes, and which is more, my only: 
Rc” | Beneftaor, 
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Benefactor, wilktake his way through Poms. 
I queſtion nor but you will:recommend to 
him the concerns ot your humble Servant, 
and the concluſion ot his tatal Affair. There 
never- was a more. favourable. opportunity 
for: the ſettlement of it ; F«lian Colas the 


moſt infolent perſon that ever got his 'lwe- 


l;hood by the retayling of Bread and Wine, 
and one that would prefer the moſt dept 
cable Carman, or Porter, before. the grea- 
teſt Yirtuoſo inthe Kingdom, and the only 


perſon who obſtructed the eſtabliſhmenc.of 


my affair, has taken his laſt draught in this 
mortal life. The Unloaders are as deſirous 
to ſee it eſtabliſhd, as I am my ſelf. Bur 


Monſieur the: Swriztendant has told our. 


Friend Pel:fjox, that it could not be com- 
pleated till after the return of the Court. 
"Tis poſſible, his late being there may have 


ſomewhat advanc'd it, and that the moſt 


wretched perſon, of all thoſe to whomhe 
has ſhewn ariy Kindneſs, will {doh be at ſome 
eaſe in his Mind, and will find himſelf out 
of danger of dying, for want of employ- 


ment for his Jaws. Madam ,Sceyrop, has. 


been at St. Mande's. She 1s extreamly Pteas'd 

with: the Civib Entertainment the :rec1i 

from Madam the: Ssrintendewt'sLadyx 4 

L find:her' ſo ſmitten a 
T's raat 
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that there is ſome ſuſpition there might be 

3 little touch of impurity in the inter. 
view. But that danger muft be the leſs; 

fince the cannot wait upon her as often as 

ſhe wiſhes, becauſe, for want of a Coach, 

ſhe cannot go abroad, but whenher Friends 
are pleas'd to take her along with them: 1 

am fore d to write things to you that have 
norelation to your Concerns, for want of 
_ ſomething that has. When I meet with 

any more worthy your knowledg, you wilt 

hear further from 


My Zord, 
Tour moſt Submiſſive of all | 


your Adprers, 


LETTER XXIIL 


To the ſame, 


Hy Lord, | | 
| muſt needs be extreamly exhauſt- 
' F' V. edof Advertiſements, when wecau 
paly tell you, That Zax-cenr, and Charloual | 
l are - 
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. are ſtill in Normandy, and that Madam de 
Martel, and her Daughter, return'd hither 
| but yeſterday. Yet is there a neceſlity, that 
> I 1 hould ſend you a large Letter, and that 
h, ſhould give ſome aſſurance, at leaft by the 
3 © endeavours Iſhall uſe to divert you, as far 
I 
ve 
of 


as one of my Letters can do it, that it is 

not altogether my fault, if 1 do not ſtand 

8 you in tome ſtead. You muſt therefore 

h prom leave to catch at wy _ that of- 

1 ers it ſelf : and though the ipeQacles of the 

violent diſſolutions which are ſeen at the 

Greve, are not things that can be recom- 

mendably communicated to the kaowledg 

of a Perſon of your Quality, yet ſhall I nor 

ſtick, out of pure ſterility of matter, to give 

you an account of what has happen'd there. 

There has been lately, for ſeveral dayes to- 
gether, ſo much hanging, and breaking of 
K perſons on the Wheel, that the common 

Executioner himſelf is weary of his Office, 
Madam "*** * who.,next to Monſieur F* * F 
is not ſo much pleas'd at any ſight, as that 
of publick Executions, begins to be cloy'd 
with the divertiſement, and will hardly be 
ſeen this good while ia the Greve again. 
The Martyrs are all of the true Parifies 
breed, .moſt of them 'the Sons of that kind 
of Cooks, who {kll only Roaſt:meat, becauſe 
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they have no eoftvenience' for any other 
way of Cookery. They were convicted of 
the robbing of Coaches and Sedans, and 
other Crimes ordinarily committed 1n the 
Night-time, and many of other denomins- 
tions in the faculty of Stealing, are in great 
danger of dying-inthe Air. I am to tell 
you, by way of D:greſſion, That the Cock- 
neys of Paris, my Countrymen, are valtaut 
enough, more apt to ſteal, then beg, as be 
ing of a very patibulary inclination. But 
now Lam fatlen upon the ſubject of violent 
Deaths; I cannot forbear giving you the 
relation of one, which was not fo 1gnomE 
nious, as that of the foreſaid Criminals, yet 
was not leſs cruel. Before I come into the 
Story, you are to underſtand, by way of 
preadvertilement, that the next ſubſequent 
days after Sundays, and Feſtival days, there 
1s 2 great ſcarcity of all Proviſions at Che 
renton, and particularly of new bread above 
all things. *Twas upon a Munday,not long 
ſince; that the Impetuous Du Rincy, the 
Eloquent Peliffon, the Incomparable Scu- 
_ and the Diſcreet Madam Bocquet,about 
half an hour paſt Tea in the Morning, ſent a 
Meſſenger expreſs to the beautiful /z, 
who ſome days before had: retir'd to Cha-4 
renton, for the Air's fake, to'tell him, that” 
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they would dine with him thar day, and 
that he ſhould not give himielt the crouble 
nd W of getting any thing but a good Portage and 
the W. a Deſert, for as toMeat they would brig it 
Na- along with them trom the Cooks. Zzar, 
eat and a certain Advocate of the Counſel, na- 
ell med Dus Mas, whom he had taken for his 

-K- UW Country-Companion, during that retreat, 
ut beſet -and beſtir themſelves for the more 
6 MW ſplendid Reception of ſo great a Party of 11- 
ut BF luſtrious Perſons, for -we do not every day 
nt W ſee four ſuch together; To give a greater 
he FF fortification to the Potage,they put in three 
n- BW Pullets, and a conſiderable quantity of green 
'«& © Peale; and while a certain perſon is ſent 
he away Poſt to Bagnolet, for Raſpices, they 
of WF employ the moſt experienc'd Paſtry-Cooks 
nt of Charenton, in the making of Targs and 
Te Cakes; The Cloath is laid in the Garden, 

9 and to take away the ſcent of the Lavender, - 
ve wherein the Linnen had long lain,theTable, 
Ng Cloth, and Napkins, are all beftrew'd with 
he {uch Flowers newly gather'd as the Garden 
= afforded. About Noon the Quinteſcence 


ut F of all that dare aſſume to themſelves the 
2 i title /ygeriious, or Virtuoſo, arrive at Che- 
s,  renrton. Du Rincy, as ſoon as he was got 
- &- our of the Coach, went dire@ly into the 


Kitchin, where he is little ſatisfy d with the 
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Potage, much leis with the diligences and 
{ollicitude of 7z4r and Ds As, in all the 
preparations they had made, and ſpeaks 
thereof with (o great indignation, ſuperck 
liouſnels, and authority,that Du Mas __ 
thereupon to reſpect and to fear him. They 
who had a mind'to waſh their hands,did ſo; 
and all ſate down. Ds Rincy flighting the 
Country-Soupe, would have broke one of 
the Loaves ; but finding it hard and ſtale, 
he flings it at an Apricock Tree that ſtood 
near him, and renders it uncapable of bear- 
ing fruit any more, having bruis'd the grea- 
ter branches of it. He goes to break a {- 
cond loaf, which he finds of the ſame date 
_ of baking, and conſequently as far from 
being new as theother, and with the fame 
vigour and promptitude he flings it at 'an- 
other Tree. In ſhort, with ſix or ſeven 
loaves, which he found equally hard and 
ſtale, he lamgg ſo many Frun-Trees, to the 
great diſcontent of the Miſtreſs of the houſe; 
who made extraordinary clamours at the 
deſolation of her Garden. Ds Rixcy,in the 
mean time, was not in the leaſt concern'd 
at it, ſave only that he proteſted, no body 
thould eat, til] he had new bread brought ||, 
' him. They ſent to all the Bake-houſes about 
the Town, till at laſt they came to one, 


oe where 
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where they were taking the bread out of 
the Oven, which was brought to d# Rincy, 
piping hot, and {moaking, fo that the reſt 
of the Company went and gather'd up the 
loaves amongſt the bruts'd branches, whick 
were more eatable than the new bread, 


which burat their Lips: The brisk deport- 


ment of D# ARincy, both as to action and 
diſcourſe, extreamly furpriz'd the Advyo- 
cate Du Mas, and the tmperious Aire of his 
Counrenance was no lels dreadful to him. 
From that very time, he always had Ds &in- 
cy 1n his imagination. He never ſlept with- 
out turbulent Dreams, and thoſe Dreams 
were never without Ds Rincy, In fine, the 
very fright he took at the demeanour of ds 
Rincy put him into a Feaver, and that Fea- 
ver prov'd ſo violent, that it carty'd him off 
in leſs than fifteen days, and he dy'd in 2 
raving and diſtracted condicign tne 
petually of D# Rincy. And this, my Lord, 


is all the account of our Concerns, that I ' 


can ſend you at the prefent, Madam Sear- 
rozs (ayes, that ſhe cannot find any inclin+- 


' tioni1n her ſelf to write to you, till the meets 


with ſomething that is divertive in your 


' Letters. That refle&tion makes me think, 


that if you are as much afflicted at Pons, as 
you were at Paris, mv Letter will be 1mper- 
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tinent, and moſt unſeaſonable. But Time, | 
yet much more your own Reaſon, will ere 
this have wrought their ordinary effec, 
upon an affliction that admits of no remedy, 
I ſend you my ſecond Epiſtle. The reo- 
«7us of good Judges in this Profeſſion, will 
it to be better than the former : ' but I 
am not of- their _ I am ſtill in ex- 
pecation of the effects of Monſieur the Sur- 
intendant's fair promules. | 


 Poſt-ſerpr. 


JT were very unſeaſonableat this time to 
ſpeak to you of a thing which I ſhould 
wiſh that you had forgotten. Yet can I not- 
forbear telling you, that I, certainly, am, of 
all the World, the perſon who has been 
' moſtconcernd at the misfortune that has 
happen'd toyou, and, upon that occaſion 
T found, that'I have for you all the ſenti-_ 
ments which I ought to have, for the moſt 
generous Perſon in France,and one to whom 
Il am the moſt oblig'd. 


or 


World, cou 
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LETTER XXIV. 
To the ſame. 


My Zora, | : 
Fter the Paſtey you were pleas'd to 
ſend me, I have alſo recety'd your 
excellent Cheeſes. Iam apt to 1ma- 
gine, that you have made it your deſign, to 
{ſuſtain us with the beſt things that can be 
made, in their kind. Your Liberality has 
been communicated to all my Fellow-Com- 
moners, who are not the moſt inconſider- 
able perſons in the World, upon the ſcore 
of their good qualities. At the conſumption 
of your Preſent , we liberally drunk the 


health of our grand Benefator. As for the 
Paſtey, it was as good as ever came out of | 


Oven, and the Cheeſes were ſuch as the beſt 
Dairy in the World, and that orderd by 
the moſt experienc'd Dairy-Woman in the 

| have afforded. - For my part, 
without any diminution of the Commen- 
dations which your noble Preſents deſerve, 


" giveme leave, to. recreate my ſelf upon the 


Letter you were pleas'd to honour me with, 
and to tell you, that there is not any thing 
ia that kind could have been more gallant, 
| T2 OT 
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Be wer xt REP, iow. 


or more ay on Among other .paſſa- 
ges, that, where you tel] me, that you leave 
fo thoſe of tranſcendent Wits the care of di- 
wverting mine, and that you make it your _ 
neſs, only to divert my guſt. I leave it tothe 
moſt expert in the Chimiſtry of Comple- 
ments to write .more ſmartly upon ſuch # 
ſubjet. By this may it be leen, my Lopd, 
that you have an inſatiable ambition, and 
that not being content with the Military 
Glory you have acquir'd during the Warr, 
you would alſo in the times of Peace carry 
away from us poor Penſioners of the Pen 
- the Trophics of Literature. I wiſhT ha 
ſomewhat of News to write to you. All 
the talk about Pars is, that Meneville's ſick- 
neſs 15 very dangerous, and that all the 
. Courtiers are like to return to Pars, ſave 
. only the Mareſchal de Filleroy, Aſoon as1 
- Have any thing worth the writing to you, 
| ſhall make it appear, by that only ſmall 


ſervice which I am capable to render you, 
bow much Jam, 


My Lord, 
Tour moſt humble 8c. 


S. 
LETTER 
| s 
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LETIEN XXY,- 
To the ſame. 


My Zord, 


Have no certain account of your recep- 
tion of a Letter of Eight and twent 
Pages, which I writ to you by the aft 

Ordinary : however, you will excuſe:me, if 
this be fo much the ſhorter. And becauſe 


_ It is fo, 1t comes to you attended by my Epi- 


grams againſt B * * * # ®, and cells you 
withal, that I ſhall ſend the Baronade by 
the next Poſt. I now ſend you allo a Bal- 
lad, which may paſs Muſter, ſome Verſes 
of M. Benſerade's, being a Continuation of 
thoſe he made upon the Peace ; and a Son- 
net of Exultation, made by a young Laſs of 
Nineteen years of age, whoſe name 1$F**, 
Tis to be lamented that ſhe is not as pretty, 
as I think her well inclind. I expet,with 
as much impatience as the Fewes do the 
Meſſias, the effects of M. the Surintendant's 
promiſes. A' man may languiſh, while he 
hopes : nay ſomtimes he may ſuffer, and 
delayes in ſuch affairs never come to any: 
good, but are for the moſt part dangerous 
and prejudicial. Burt, it was never yet my 
ol F4. for- 

. V 
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fortune to obtain any thing of happineſs, 
without the conqueſt of incredible obſtru- 
ions. Be pleas'd to pardon this melan- 
choly refle&ion, in a wretched perſon who 
is ready to ſtarve, Threeſcore and fixteen 
days have been in continual hoſtility with I 
a hard Froſt. The Duke of Or/ears 15 out of . | 
all hopes of recovery. Yeſterday morni 

the Duke of Zorrarm took Poſt for Blozs, 
Villarceau is ſtill a Priſoner in the Baſtules 
though the Mareſchals of France, who con- 
ducted him thither, had put him in hopes, 
that heſhould only make a Viſit to the place, 

_ and come out again. ' This is all I havets 
ſay to you at the preſent. If there be any of 
my Letters which have not been employd 
in the lighting of fire, or put to ſome other 
culinary uſe, I defire you would ſend them 
to me. Tfhall find ſome fragments therein, 
which may be ornamental to the Colle&ion 
Iam now putting into the Preſs. I am, | 


Tour, &C. 
S 
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LETTER XXVL 


TH FL 


My Zord, 


T belongs only to thoſe of your Houſe 
to make the higheſt demonſtrations of 
kindneſs and generoſity that can be 

made. Monſteur the Procurator General, 
your Brother, has ſettled a Penſion upon 
me , without the leaſt application, or fo 
much as a previous deſire on my ſide, for 
his ſo doing , and you were pleas d to give 
me a viſit, without any perſon's Solicitation 
on my behalf, to induce to a guilt of ſo great 
a conſideration. What can I do leſs then 
acknowledge my ſelf your humbleſt Cap- 
tive, upon a fayour done me with ſo great 
a ſurprize ? I would make you a greater 
preſent then that of my ſelf, were it. in my 
power ; but you muſt be content with that; 
ſince I make it with ſo good a heart, that 
you muſt needs have a very hard one of 
your own, if yon do not vouchſafe it a re- 
ception, and give me leave withal, _ 
Py anm 


"5 
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| Iam in this World, to let it know, that i 70s 
is not without reaſon I aſſume the qualieyy 


of | s; ' 
My Zord, | * 


Zour moſt humble, oy 
SCARRON, # 41 | 


LETTER XXVIITI- ra 
To Monſieur Procurator-General, * 
-Surintendant of the Finances. p- 


My Zord, = 
T argues, at the firft bluſh, a great indi 
_m of civility, 1n a perſon ſo unfi 
cant and ſuperfluous in the Worl 
I am, to importune you, who are pap | 
cually imploy'd about the publick CONCerns, ”? 
to do me = 2x30" But I conceive my: 
ny felt to be already in a fair way of Te: 
ceiving ſomewhat of that nature, and you. * 
have already given me fo many aſſurances 
of the kindnels you have for me, and the 
compaſſion, which the misfortunes under 
which I groan, have raiſed in you , that. . 
without uſing the Mediation of ? choſe ak 


> fons who are moſt dear to you, and are 
FF plcas'd to honour me with: their good 


ity. : wiſhes; I am ſufficiently preſumptuous, 


' 1'Y ypon the intereſt I have in you my ſelf, 

+ W#-. to beg a favour of you. .It is one of thoſe 
+ WF -.which you ſometimes grant, as you will 
£M- find by the Petition you receive herewith, 
'7.F+ and which I deſire you will be pleas'd to 
+ look _ aperſon with all the favour you 


t 15 for a Relation of my Wifes, re- 

YE parkable for his conſtant fidelity to his 

>"  Majeſtie's Service, and one who 1s of an 

- HF obſtinate perſwaſion, that you have a re- 

- ſpect for me. Ir will ly upon you, my 

"Lord, to let him know, that he is not mit- 

-—*Y ftaken, and upon me, to make all France 

- 8 ſenſible, that you are not only the moſt 
- W -cxpericac'd Perſon of this Age in State-. 

-&-- Affairs, but have alſo that more endearing 

-W quality, of being, of all men, the moſt ge- 

- .Perous, particularly to 


; My Lord, 


TT > 


Tour moſt humbleec, 
rh 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXVIII. 
To the ſame. 


. My Zord, | 
1 Heard not till yeſterday of the great loſs 

| that has happen'd to you ; and yet, 
conſidering the ſhort time I have had tobe 


afflicted thereat, I have acquitted my ſelf 


as well as thoſe who had the knowledg of 


it much more ſooner than my ſelf. I have 


great reaſon to charge Monſieur de Chaulne, 
with his negligence in not giving me a 
more timely advertiſement thereof, that 1 
might have had the advantage of being 
one of the firſt, to make a diſcovery, how 
much I am concern'd in whatever relates 
to you. This no doubt is a miſchievous 
turn, which my implacable ill fortune has 
done me, alwaies endeavouring to render 
me deficient iu the duty I owe you, pur- 
Poſely to make me unworthy ot the afli- 
ſtances I receive from you, which are ſuch 
as I never receiv d from any other. Mon- 
fieur des Mares, who yeſterday honour'd 
me with a Viſit, will, if he pleaſe, affure 
you of the affliction it| was to me, that I 


ſhould be ignorant of what all the World. 


knew. ; 


+ 


q 


#4 
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knew. He put me into the confidence of 
writing an extemporary . Sonnet, which,I 
made ſome difficulty to ſend you, out of a 
fear of renewing your grief. But, at laſt, 
I choſe rather to run the hazard of doing 
a thing unſeaſonably, than that of ſeeming 
indifterent in an affliction, whereof you 
muſt needs be fo ſenſible 1 am, 


Hy Lord, 


Z oar, &c. 


Rn — 
Dn 


LETTER XXIX 
To the ſame, 


My Zord, ; 


Was but too truea Prophet, to my ſorrow, 
when I heretofore writ to you, that my 
misfortune could not be overcome by 
any perſon of generoſity and alence 
not equivalent to yours. It ſtill ftands out 
againſt you, though it be a conſiderable 
time fince.you firſt took it into tack. Some 
eight dayes fince my Lord Chancellbur 
was pleas'd to ſtrike out my Fatal Alta, 
the Propoſals made by 


» Dowblet, con- 
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ceiving haply, that it would be a new grie- 
yance upon the People. It was concern- 
' ing thole Perſons that ſhould be impowr'd 
to overſee the unloading of Carts, and it 
would have been an eaſje matter, if ſome 
would have taken rhe pains to do it, to 
make it appear to him, that the function of 
Unloaders or Diſchargers is lo far from be. 
ing a charge or grievance, that it ts a pub- 
lick convenience, and has eftabliſh'd it felf, 
time out of mind, that without it, a thou: 
ſand Carts and Waggons would remain at 
the Gates of the City without getting in, 
becauſe it is not thought fit that the Wag- 
goners ſhould be truſted with the Mone 
ue for their entrance, and that the DYl- 


. . * chargers ſhould pay, and be anſwerable for 


them, and conduct them to the Houſes of 
Merchants and Citizens, whoſe habitations 
+ the others are ignorant of, and difcharge 
_ the Commodities at their own perils ; That 
the mony which is given them, is not ex- 
ated, but voluntarily given, as a kind of 
Largeſs, beſtow'd only by thoſe that are 
willing, without any obligation on 
'them thereto; And, in ſhort, that it paſs 
_ at the Gw/d-Hell of the City, afſoon as the 
Provoſt of Merchants, who; before had op- 
pos d it, for want of throughly TY 
e "= 
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the affair, was fully fatrsfy'd, that there 
was a neceſſity of creating thoſe fun&tions 
into Offices, and that they ought to be 
exercis'd, by Perſons who had ſettled habi- 
tations, and took their Oaths before him, 
for the due_ execution of their Charges, 
becauſe people of all conditions employ d 
themſelves therein, even to Souldiers of 
the Foot-Guards, and that while thoſe 
Raſcals were quarrelling at the Gates, to 
get the cuſtome one from the other, and 
went a League out of Pars,to prevent one 
the other's getting of it, the Waggons re- 
main'd at the Gates, without either being 
diſcharg'd, or getting into the City, to the 
prejudice of Waggoners,and the Merchants. 
And now, my Lord, I think you areas well 
inſtructed in the Afﬀair of the Unloaders,as 
I am my ſelf; and I would to God, my 
Lord Chancellor had had the ſame account 
of it. I ſhould have ſufficiently gr ch 
him therein, if I had had but noticeof what 
has happen'd, or rather, if I had not been 
afraid to have my name mention'd in that 
affair,contrary to my intention. My Lord, . 
I beg your pardon for the tediouſnels of the 
relation I am forc'd to make you, ſince you 
gc have done well enough without it: 

is always obſervable, that wa 3 
miles 
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miſerable perſon has ſome affair wherein 

he is deeply concern'd, he derives a privi- 
ledg from that miſery, to be talking of it, 
This is the laſt hope of my Wife and my 
ſelf, andI muſt needs tell you. that I ſhould 
hardly admit of any conſolation, if I did 
not repreſent to my ſelf, that I ſerve a Mz- 
ſter , whoſe promiſes are inviolable, and 
one who is able to do me right. Yet can 
I not ſtave off the diſcontent, occaſion'd 
by ſo ſenſible a diſappointment, For, my 
Lord, if you but imagine what will become 
of us, if this Aﬀair miſcarries, you would 
not. be much aftoniſh'd at the deſpair of 
Monſ. Yifins and my ſelf, ſince there will 
be a great probability that our mouths may 
be ſow'd up. By this, you may meaſure 
how long I ſhall be, 


My Lord, | 
Tour moſt humble, 8c: 
S, 


LETTER XXX. 
h To the ſame. 


My Lord, | | 
[ Cannot imagine to my ſelf a better way 
to Trequite Monſieur Pelifox for his 
kindneſs in ſpeaking to you concerning my 
Afﬀair, and in giving me an account of the 
obliging anſwer you were pleas'd to make 
me | him; then in communicating to you the 
11d | ſhort Complement he has written to me 
of | upon it, He therein ſo handſomely diſco- 
ill JF vers the true ſentiments he has for you,that 
ay I think, Ido him a very kind office, by tel- 
re | ling you fo, without his knowing any 
thing of it, and yet - haply he would be 
lad that you Knew it, provided it were 
one without his hazarding himſelf to tell 
you ſo. lt is a difficult matter to ſpeak of 
you, even though it were done to your (elf, 
without falling into your praiſes, and it 1s 
as difficult to give you any without diſplea- 
ſing you, and yet much more difficult to 
forbear giving them. I ſhould therefore 
with, as to'my own particular, that ſome 
| bbdy would Qo fo much for me, as to tell 
you, that you are the moſt generous Perſon 
| | G in 
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in the World, and that all the Favours you 
do me, go infinitely beyond the 1ntreaties I - 
make for them. Bur will not your Lord- 
ſhip ſuſpect the good office which I think to 
do my Friend, may not have the tincture of 
ſome concern to my ſelf? And-will you not 
be apt to imagine, that to ſhew you his 
Letter, and give it the great Commenda- 
tions I do, 15, in fome fort, a dextrous way' 
of making uſe of his refle&tions , that I 
might the better .expreſs my own, with- 
out running the hazard of _ any Vio- 
lence to your modeſty ? I muſt acknow- 
ledg there is ſomething of that in the 
wind, but ſince it has not been in my 
power to conceal it from you, be pleas'd 
to. imagine, by this ingenuous conteſfion, 
the ſincerity of my Soul, and aſſure your 
ſelf, that I am, above all others, 


My Zord, 
Tour moſt humble.8&c. 
S. 


LETTER o 
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| To the ſame. 
My Zorg, . | 
Am uncertain, whether you will be in 
4condition toread my Letter. The laſt 


time I (ent to enquire of your health, 
the account I receiv'd was, That you were 


_ nor fully recover'd of an indifpoſition which 


had, for ſome time, confin'd you to your 
Chamber, - It will be no hard matter for 
you to imagine, what alarms that ill news 
muſt bring to a man, who at the preſent is 
oblig'd to you for all he has in the World, 
and who, without you , would be more 
wretched than he is, though his misfor- 
tunes be in a manner beyond all example : 
Thoſe who have honour'd me with their 
love, as you have done, may have been 
themſelves fully fatisfy'd, that my affeQtion 
for them has been very great, and itis not 
to be thought, that-I ſhould now begin ro 
be ungrateful, towards the moſt generous 
Perſon of all thoſe who -ever had pity on. 
me. I think every hour a thouſand, till T, 
get to Paris, to take my Oath of ge 
you, which I have not yet done. Mean 

| G 2 tunes 
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time, I humbly beſeech you to compleat 
the Favour, wht you have made a be- 
ginning in the buſineſs of the Waggons, 
and to procure that Juſtice be done to 
thoſe, to whom that Aﬀair has been con- 
firm'd. - Monſieur Poxcet will make a Re- 
port of it on Saturday next, if the Councel_ 
fits. They who are proſecuted are fully . 
convinc'd, that there are above four thou. 
ſand Zivers due to the King, and it is a 
concern that may extend much fyrther, as 
you will find by the account which the 
Bearer of this Letter is able to give you of 
it, I am, 

My Lord, 


ZTogr moſt humble,8&c. 
S. 


4 


LETTER XXXIL 
To the ſame. 
. My Lord, 
S T* there be not ſome great ſelf-ſatisfati- 


on in obliging people, I know not upon 
what grounds. you ſhould do me any kind- 


nels. 


9% 
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nels. I am not a perſon any way uſeful to 
you, and I dare not-wiſh that I were, left 
I ſhould make a wiſh that might be difad- 
vantageous to you. Nor am I fo fondly 
conceited of my elf, as to hope that I can 
contribute much to your divertiſement, 
ſince I cannot have the honour of comin 
near you, or, making my {elf otherwi 
known to you, then as all others know me, 
to be, even in this life, not much inferiour 
in torments, to a damned Soul, and ſome- 
times by the making of Books, that is (by 
the permiſſion of God Almighty) by being 
one of the greateſt inconveniences that can 
happen to Mankind. But though I ſhould 
be Maſter of ſome Qualities that were more 
confiderable, and though a particular ac- 
quaintance of many years ſtanding ſhould 
have brought me into. ſome favour with 
you, and that I ſhould cultivate that favour 
by a conſtant Commerce of Letters; yet 
would all this amount to little, if the Aﬀairs 
of the publick Miniſtery be ſo prefſing upon 
you , as that you cannot afford them the 
reading, Well, my Zord, theſe Refleions 
give me a great deal of trouble, as often as 
the remembrances of your Liberality raiſe 
them in me, and I am extreamly out of 


countenance, to think that I cannot pre- 


0 ſerve 


86 Scarron's Letters. | 


ſerve my ſelf in your memory, otherwiſe 
then by the miterable Productions of a 
Mind, which, by reaſon of a Body much 
more milerable, and a Deſtiny yet more mi- 
ſerable than that ruin'd Body , muſt not 
ever expect much tranquility. But, now 
1 ſpeak of thoſe Productions of the Mind, 
am 1 to believe, that you lik d my Fable of 
Hero and Leander ? Monſieur de Chaulne 
would perſwade me to believe it ; but pol: 
fibly, it was only his kindneſs to flatter an 
.indiſpos'd perſon. Ihumbly beg your Lord- 
ſhips condeſcention lo far, as to give me 
under your own hand an approbation of it, 
- which I ſhall prefer before that of all the 
Academiſts in the World, or that by your 
Cenſure thereof, I may ſo much the better 
know my ſelf. Howere it happen, Iam, 


My Zord, 


Tour moſt humble &Cc. 
| £ 


Scarron's Letter. 87 


LETTER XXXIIL 
To the ſame, 


My Zord, : 
of Ur favour = were pleasd to do 
me, in not {lighting the Comedy which 
I dedicated to you, was enough to induce 
me to be abſolutely at your dilpoſal, with- 
out any neceſſity of your having engag'd 
me further by a new obligation. I think 
it one'way to give you my thankfulnels for 
it, when I acknowledg, that I cannot ſuf- 
ficiently do it ; and that I more fully ex- 
preſs my reſentment by that confeſhon, 
than by all the Complements in the World, 


. I am, | 
My Zord, 


| Tour ,&e. 
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LETTER YOXIV. 


To the ſame. 

My Lord, 

Am lo far from deſerving the kindneſs 
you have lately done me, that I ſhould 
have been much ſurpriz'd therear, if I 

had nor already receiv'd other aſſurances of 
our Liberality, or if I were the only per. 
on in the Nation who knew not, that you 
are —_ obliging all the World. 'All 
I defire at preſent 1s, to conjure you into & | 
perſwaſion, that the reſentments I have 
thereof, are the greateſt I am capable of, 
But, my Lord, if, on the one ſide, I am over- 
joy'd to ſee that all the Afﬀairs of State, the 
management whereof lies upon your ſhoul- 
ders, divert you not from thinking of mine; 
ſo, on the other, it js no ſmall affliction to 
me, that I can neither forbear ſpeaking of 
your munificence, without ingratitude, nor 
publiſh it without raiſing a certain jealouſie, 
that it 1s not ſomuch out of inclination, as 
jnterelt , that I have ever been, and eyer 
ſallbe, FT 


My Lord, 
Tour &C. 


P? ” 


LETTER 


LETTER XXXV. 
To the ſame. 


My Lord, 


E never ſaw any Surintendant in 
France belov'd and efteem'd, as you 
are ; and rhe reaſon is, that we have not 
ſeen any logenerous and obliging, as you 


arc : bur Idoubt you'pay dearly for it, and 


that cannot acquire ſo noble-a reputation, 
without the enduring of great importunj- 
ties. For my part, it would be a continual 
remorſe to me, that I have been importu- 
nate through the whole courſe gf my life, 
and that I am notin a way to reform, if 1 
did not at the ſame time fee the wealthieſt 

and thoſe of the higheſt quality, 


beg favours of you with lefs reſervednets 


and caution than I do, though they haye 
not ſo much right to pretend to your kind- 
nefles, as fuch an unfortunate man'asT am 
whom you have promisd to give his Mind 
ſome tranquility. That, my Lord, is an 
enterprize worthy your great Self, and that 
yu may the ſooner be fatisfy'd that you 
ve compleated it, I recommend to you 


my Concerns in the Afﬀair of the F. 
; | Your 
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Your Lorſhip may be pleas'd to remember, 
that it was upon my entreaty,; you granted 
the confirmation of. it. The perſons, for. 
whom I ſollicfted your furtherance of it, 
proffer'd me a ſmall part in the Afﬀair, but, 
when I conſider thatIam but ſlowly happy 
in all my undertakings, and that I could not 
imagine it ſhould come to what 1t now is I 
chole rather to content my ſelf-with the 
ix ones of ſix hundred Piſtols, which'th 

ave promis'd, by a writing to that purpo 
out of the firſt mony that ſhall be receiv. 
I have now neither any concern inthe affair, } 
nor the mony, which had been promis'd me 
for the facilitation of it.:. If ycur Loxdſhi 
will but vouchſafe to ſpeak one word to 
the Proj&tor who is to have the benefit, of 
it, I ſhall have either the one, or the ojher, 
or both. I queſtion not but you will grant 
me that favour, ſinceI am, more than any 
other, 


My Lord, : 
Tour moſt humble,&c. 
% IR — S. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


To the ſame. 


My Lord, 


Take the liberty to make a requeſt to 
you with as much confidence, as if, af- 
ter the courtſhip of many years ſtand- 

ing; I had done you ſome ſervice of great 
importance. But perſons of your quality, 
that is, ſuch, whoſe generoſity is lo tranſcen- 


. dentas yours, are not.only torward to ob- 


lige their Servants, and their Friends, but 


their favours are extended allo to all thoſe 


that ſtand in need thereof, They are the 
perpetual SanQuaries and Protettors of the 
Untortunate, and the conſtant Repairers of 
their Breaches; and for your own part, my 
Lord, I think there paſles not a day, but 
ſome diſtreſſed Knight: or Lady comes to 
beg a Boon of you. [I intreat you therefore, 
asan unfortunate perſon, and one, who, of 
all the World has the greateſt honour for 
you, to grant me one. *Tis only, this, my 
rd, that vou would uſe your perſ[waſions 

to the Provoſt of the Merchants, to forbear - 
oppoling the eſtabliſhment of certain Offices 
relating to good Government, of be 
|  Onices 
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Offices I have acquir'd the propriety. _ "Tis 
an Aﬀair which would contribute highly 
to the eſtabliſhment of my Concerns, and 
ſupply me with four or five thouſand Livers 
of annual Rent. But my unhappy Deſtiny, 
which does not let {lip the leaſt occaſion of 
doing me an ill turn, has rais'd up a Poly., 
pragmatical fellow, who without any en. 
gagement in the Afﬀair himſelf, has prepoſ- 
Ra the Provoſt, and made him averſe to 
the deſign. 1 have employd, to ollicite 
him, Monſieur the Preſident de Geencgant, 
who had been ſo kind as to take along with 
him Monſieur de Franquetor, and my Wife, 
but his recommendation of the buſineſs has 
prov'd leſs prevalent then a bare Faum. 
I expe a quite different effect from the | 
Letter, which Iintreat you to write to him, 

and to ſend by ſome one of your own Me- 
nial Servants. It will be ſufficient, if he | 
does but know, that I have the honour of 
being known to you, to raiſe in him a 
thought of my being a perſon. worth obli- 
ging. But it you will be farther pleas'd to 
tell him, That you took not on me with an 
indifferent eye, he will make my affair his 
own, ſince he will conceive it 1n ſome fort 
to be yours, and you will have this ſatis- 
fation thereby , that the moſt zealous of 
your 
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your Servants will not be the pooreſt of that 


| number, and agen pray 4 that ir may 


ſpare you much of the future addrefles, 
which you muſt otherwiſe expe from, 


My Lord, 
Tour moſt hamble,&c. 


% 


LETTER XXXVI.. 
To the ſame, 


My Zord, 


T Hough. you are the moft expericnc'd 
perſon of all thoſe that are now en- | 
truſted with the management of State-Af- 

fairs, yet you muſt give me leave to tell 
you, that you did not throughly refle& on 
what you did, when you would aceds make 
me believe, and that by the moſt obliging 
Letter in the world, that I had ſome place 
in your Aﬀection. Unfortunate perſons, 
ſuch as Iam, are many times importunate, 
contrary to the bent of their own Inclina- 
nionsSy- 
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tions; and generous perſons, ſuch as yott 
are, have ſometimes occaſion to repent of 
their being too highly generous. After 
what you have already done for me, which 
was enough to make me your moſt humble, - 
. » «moſt obedient. .. moſt |, 
oblervant and moſt oblig'd Cres- 
| ture, as long as 7 ſhould continue in this 
wretched ſtate of mortality, (though the 
ſucceſs ſhould not prove an{werable to my 
expetation) 7 ſhould not have had any 
ground to importune you any further, if | 
the calamity of my condition did not in . 
ſome ſort give me that priviledge, . or if / 
were not encourag'd thereto, by a conſide- 
ration that your Generolity 1s not tir'd out, 
But, my Lord, that has promis'd Jo much, 
that I cannot harbour the lealt fear of my 
ever deſiring too much of you , beſides that, 
the Aﬀair, whereof I beg your facilitation: 
on'my behalf, is one of thoſe that ſeldome, 
denyd in Council. Ir is contributory to; 
good Goverment , it brings conſiderable. 
Summes 1n a ſhort time into the Exche-; 
quer ; and if it ſucceed, I ſhall have, as; 
great reaſon to celebrate the greatneſs of 
your. benefits, as I do already that of your, 
Civility. But whatere may happen to 
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me, I muſt be the moſt ungrateful per- 
ſon in the World, if, whileI am, Lam nor, 


My Zor d, | 
7 our moſt humble, &c. 
. 


| LETTER XXXVIIL 
To the ſame. 


My Zord, 

M I not guilty of too much freedom 
and familiarity, to beg a great kind- 
neſs,of a great Perſon,in a ſhort Note? ' 
I know there 1s a vaſt diſtance between a © 
Grandee, a Privy Councellor, a Minifter of 
State, and poor Paul Scarron; and yet, to 
make an ingenuous acknowledgment of my 
natural infirmity, I can as well forbear 
breathing, as being ſomewhat jocole and _ 
familiar with thoſe perſons, for whom 1 . * 
have a great afte&tion, or continuing 1n a 
ſertous humour to the end of a Letter, 
which I may have begun with MY LORD, 
or, MAY IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIP, 


pio! 
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in Capitals. I would not therefore have 
ou imagine, from what I have ſaid, that 
am thrifty or forgetful of the reſpec [ 
owe you, I ſhall ever render what 1s dye 
to your Character, anſwerably to my Abi- 
lities, and I know how to make my Ad- 
dreſſes to you in the ſublimeſt kind of wri- 
Ling, when occaſion ſhall require it. But 
the very ſame man , who ſhall ſometimes 
leave half a foot diſtance between MY 
LORD, and the beginning of the Letter 
he is writing to you ; who ſhall drain the 
Academy of Complements to fill it with Rodo- 
montades and Hyperboles ; and ſhall not omit 
the leaſt of your Qualities, leaſt the ſuper- 
ſcription of it ſhould not be ſufficiently au- 
thentick, will, after all that ceremony, fly 
out, and entertain you with trifles, and a 
little difſuperciliate that ſerious counte- 
nance, which methinks you ought to have, 
when you give a concluſion to ſome great: 
Aﬀair. In a word, he will endeavour to 
wncatonize you, if I may preſume to uſe that 
expreſſion, but that muſt not be, when the 
important Concerns of State are-under de- . 
liberation ; that is, when you are Procu- 
rator-General, Surintendant of the Finan- 
ces, and Miniſter of State, ſuch a Trium- 
virate of Offices, as none ever exercis'd 2 
we 
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well before. Monſieux 'dt Chaulxe will take 
2 fitter opportunity, and will not ſuffer 
me to appear before you, till you have de- . 
veſted your ſelfof thole Titles, and aſſume 
the place of Monſieur Foxquer, I mean the 
Gol excellent Perſon in the World ; when 
you ſhine 1n your own proper luſtre; with- 
out borrowing that of your Charges and 
Dignities ; when having quitted the Con- 
ſular Robe, you areat St. Marndes, or Par, 
in your withdrawing-Room, clad accord- 
Ing to the ordinary mode of private per- 
ſons, and ſomewhat in the fame equipage 


and humour, as Scipio was in, when he-ga- 


ther'd ſhells on the Sea-ſide with his Friend 
{zliw. Could I have the happineſs, my 
Lord, to be admitted to you, at ſuch a time, 
I ſhould make no difficulty to entertain 
you with any thing that came firſt into my 
head , and be the frolickeſt perſon alive, 


. aSlong as Heaven were pleas'd to continue 


me in the humour., Yet ſhould not that 
be, till I had firſt begg'd your permiſſion 


' to be fo, ſuch as was given me by the. late 


Cardinal of Zyons, and ſuch as I took, my. 


ſelf, without asking, with the Cardinal 


Retz, when he lay by me upon my. little 
yellow Conch, and talk'd of things no way, 
relating to the Cabals of Paris, I dare 

H boldly 
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boldly own it, that, in thoſe two Emi- 
nences, I triumph'd over the Stoiciſme,and 
ſerious temperament, which attends the 
red Cap. Time was, when they would 
have it to be an Article of my Faith, thar 
they had a love for me ; you may follow 
their ex:mple, and afford me a little of 
your atteQion, without either bluſhing or 
diſparagement, and by the extraordinary 
care I took to delerve their careſſes, ima- 
=. with what zeal I ſhall be inclind to 
ove you. You have a kindneſs for me, 
upon this particular ſcore, that I am a 
wretched perſon, and you have done me 
more 1a the ſpace of fifteen dayes, than 
the greateſt part of the Peerage of Zr4xc 
promisd me, ever ſince the time I was 
condemn d to the poſture of perpetual fit- 
ting. Of the laſt Twenty years which I 
buffled away of my weary life. there has 
not paſt one, but ſome great Lord among 
thoſe that come to ſee me at my Chamber, 
as people went heretofore to lee Elephants, 
and Eſtriches, or popp'd in thither ro pals' - 
away the afternoon, when rhey had made 
bulk: Viſits,or have nothing elſe to do, there 
has nor. [ ſay, one year paſs'd, but ſome one 
of thoſe titutary Grandees, and mountai- 
. Bous promuſers, of Friendſhip and all the 
| conye- 
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conveniences conſequent thereto , hath 
ſhametully broke his word with me, and 
has as often proffer'd either for my Friends 
or my felf, what I defr'd not of them. And 
yet Monſieur the ir/# Prefident, whom I 
never had the honour to ſee in my life,ſent 
me this laſt Year a conſiderable Preſent by 
the Abbor of Aenagine, and that within a 
very ſhort time after I had dedicated a Book 
to him, whereas you your ſelf, who were 
1gnorant of my being in the world, have 
honour'd me with your kindneſſes,and that 
after a manner yet more obliging, than 
thoſe very kindneſſes. I think, my Lord, 


| that Iam notengag'd to make a more par- 


ticular diſcovery of what 7 deſire of you, 
whatever Command you have laid on me 
to do it:./ ought to receive the favours 
you ſhall do me with all the reſentment of 
gratitude that 7 am capable of ; but / haye 
not any right to pteſcribe them to you, cor 
yet to demand any of you. Your own 
Generolity kriowes well enough what it 
has to do: Ir is ſufficient, for the quiet 
remainder of niy life, that, from the place 
where you are, you havecaſt aneye | cor 
me in Jt whiere S am ; _ 7 queſtion 
not , after the obliging Note you were 
pleas'd to write to me, and which 7 ſhall 
06 dearly 
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dearly keep, but that 7 may ſhortly ſay, 
when 7 ſpeak of you, - : 
—— nobss hec otia fecit. 
Mean time, to importune you no farther, 
1 am, + | | 
| My Zord, 
Tour moſt humble, &c. 


 SCARRON. 


LETTER XXXIX. 
| To the ſame. 
My Zord, 


- FF Queſtion not, but a may have heard, 
| that / was as kindly entertain'd by the 
M late Queen of Sweden, Chriſtine, as / 


could expect, when 7 was carried to the 
Lowvre, to ſatisfe her Curioſity. Nor is it 
to bedoubred, but that the relation ſhe made 


1n her own Country, and the many others 


through which ſhe has once travetl'd,of that 


important Viſit, was extreamly divertive ry 
: a 


lay, 


er, 
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all that heard it. A good Sedan, and two: 
luſty Fellows to carry it, and a third, to 
convey my own great Chair, out of which 
[ have dictated more Bur/eſquery, than any 
other Author has done, might with as 
much eaſe bring me to your Palace,that my 
Curioſity may be once fatisfy'd with the 
ſight of 1n ſeeing that Perſon, to whom, of 
all the World, 7 am the moſt engag'd. 7 
thould have already fatisfy'd the impatience 
7am in todo it, if my health had not ob- 
lig'd me to take a little change of Air, at a 
P ace, about a League from Pars, where 7 
ope to put a period toa Comedy 7 have 
in hand. Mean time, / beg your Lordſhips 
remembrance of the Promiſe you have made 
my Wife, concerning the Marquilate of her 
Couſin de Circe, and to be pleas d,that Mon- 
fieur Patrias may make. you a report of that 
affair. The favour we beg of you herein,. 
is one of the greateſt, but, it / am not mi- 
ſtaken, 7 have already told. you, That:you 
could not do ſmall ones. And; /once more 
proteſt to you, That if 7 were not fully 
perſwaded, that the Lands, for which we 
Deg your final concluſion, are as much our 
rightful Freehold, as any man's can be 1n 
France, I ſhould not have undertaken to 


ipeak to you of «, Hoh if DL ork 
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Relations in Poidos have importund me 


to do it. I ſhall torbear further abuſing 
your patience, and remain, p 


My Lord, 
Tour maſt humble, &, 
$ 


LETTER XL. 
To Monſieur Peliſson, - 


STR, f1 
A Fer all the Z Offices you do me 


with our Noble Patron, the Surin- 
tendant, methinks you might well have 
taken the freedom to open the Letters he 
writes to me,before they came tomy hands; 
| and have fqme reaſon to complain, that 
you had not the firſt reading of that which 
receivd this day. It ſpeaks To much oh 
Kindneſs intended to me, and that does fo 
enflame my gratitude, and puts me to fo 
cat a loſs, that, if he often write me the 
ike, he, Dt whom I ought to love above 
all che World, I think I ſhould come and 
_ rug 
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run my ſelf through with a $tilletto at his 
feet, not knowing any thing elle efficacious 
ez0ugh tully to expreſs a retentment to real 
:nd ſincere as mine 15. I ſend you the Let- 
ter 1t felt, that I may have your joynt-af- 
firmation of its being the moſt obliging 
Mifſtive that ever was. When you have re- 
turad it, I will have it put up amongſt m 
greateſt Rarities, as a Teitimonial ro al 
Poſterity of the Kindne(s, which the moſt 
Generous of all men is pleas d to have for 
me. I delire to know, Whether he were 
much diverted with my Epigrams, againſt 
Monſieur B***#*, among which there are 
two very picalant ones. I am 


7 oxr, &c. 
S. 


# 
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LETTER XLI. ; 
£3 boy rf Og 


STR, | 
T is in a manner impoſſible for a man to 
be ſo tranſcendently obliging as you 
» are, and not be often importun'd. For 
my part, I am very ſenſible, that I impor- 
tune you often ; butI have this apology to 
make for my ſelf, that 1mportunities are 1n 
ſome lort allowable in perſons, remarkable 
for their calamities asIam, and you would 
think it ſtrange your ſelf, if I ſhould not 
make the beſt advantage I can of the ho- 
nour of your acquaintance, 'and the kind- 
neſles you have for me. Two days fince,my 
Servant left at your houſe a breviat, con- 
cerning the affair I may have with Monſieur 
le Tardif, who doubtleſs would not deny 
you a thing of greater conſequence, and 
whom [ ſhall ſatishe, when he pleaſes,upon 
what I have grounded my pretenſions. It 
1s 'my defire, Sir, that you would ſpeak 
a word with him concerning it, and give 
me leave to ſend ſome perſonto him, as if it 
were from your ſelf to requeſt of him,what 
you wil find ;n the Memorial which I _ 
jd os, nn. ſen 


-_ % 
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'-nd you, 'Tis one of my Friends of Dresx 
;ho has made the diſcovery of it,and is con- 

” t that I ſhould make ſome advantage 
thereby, beſides the fatisfaQtion it will be to 
_ that I have endeavour'd to ſerve him. 

am, 


I 


"Wu Str, 
wx y | 
r- T7 ohy moſt humble,8:c. 


n | % 


d — - 
c LETTER XLII. 
| To XX XxX 


ST7R, 
I: has been extreamly to my prejudice 

that I am not fo well known to you, as 
you are to me, I preſume you would make 
no queſtion, but that I ſhould have for yonr 
Generoſity all the ſentiments it deſerves, * 
and for the Obligations you have laid on 
me, all the acknowledgments I am able to 
make. I am this day advertis'd by Monſieur 
te 7 ardif, how earneſtly =_ beſtir your ſelf 


to do me a kindneſs, and I have thereupon 
_ | acquainted 
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acquainted him , how far thoſe obliging 
procedures of yours are free from all iuſpt- 
tion of any benefit or intereſt to your ſelf, 
ſince I am the moſt uſeleſs perfon in the 
World. Sir, it is my ſuit to you, that you 
would continue them,and compleat a work, 
which could not have been undertaken by 
any man who had not a Soul of the ſame 
mold with yours. It you will appoint a = 
for that purpoſe, I will give Monſieur 
7 ardif notice of it. I am ſomewhat 1n haſte 
to acknowledg my ſelf indebted to you for 
my tranquility, not ſo much out of a deſire 
to {ce my ſelf in a ſhort time well eſtabliſh'd, 
as that of having a greater inducement, to 
aſſume the qualiry of | 


Str, 


Four moſt humble,&Cc. 
SY, 


LETTER XLIII, 
To * * ® * *, 


SIR, 


T was my fortune this day to be quite 
out of mony, a thing not extraordina- 
ry to me. I thereupon ſent my Servant 

to Monſieur de Richemont, to entreat him. 
to advance one Quarters Rent of my Pen- 
ſion, eleven dayes before it became due. 
Monſieur * * * happen'd to be there, a 
Perſon I have not the Gn to be acquain- 
ted withal, and Ithink it is not my fault. 
However, he took occaſion to reproach me 
with it, as a great miſdemeanour, and moſt 
vnamercifully ſent me word, that he knew 
me not ; That I was acquainted only with 
Monſieur de Zorme, and that I had neveys 
dedicated a Book to him. What ſay you 
to the brutality of this gallant Perſon? But 
this is not the firſt affront I have receiv'd 
from him. . I would gladly havea particu- 
lar Character of this-unpoliſh'd Lord, and 
know, how he ſtands in point of reſpect 
with a Maſter ſo eminent for — as 
Monſieur the Surintendant. 1 am reſolv'd 


to make my complaints to him againſt a 
man 
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man ſo crtiel and tyrannical to poor people 
But if ever you ſee any Dedicatory of mine 
to Monſieur ſet medown for the _ 
teſt Raſcal and Scoundrel, not only of all 
the Province of Scarroneria, but allo of all 
the voluntary Raſcals of fair France , the 
moſt fertile of all Countries in Perſons of 
that Qualification. I hope towards the 
end of the Week to have my Preſent ready 
tor Madam, the Surintendant's Lady. Mean 
time I remain, 


Sir, þ/ 
Tour humble Servant 8c. 


9 


he 


LETTER XLIV. 
To **+*, 


Sir, 
Would fain write a Letter which were 
worth the communicating to your no- 
' ble Patron, and ſuchas might procure 
a ſecond order to be given to Monſicur Bre- 
«nt, But isthere any poſſibility of writing 
god Letters, when a man is quite wn 
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leſs? I was never ſo much fallen out with 
proſperity asI am this day. In three Lot- 
teries it was my chance to meet with pure 


Blanks, and the two filver bewls, which 


Madam Scarron has got, and which muſt not 
come into the common ſtock, have only 
given me occaſion to envy her good luck, 


and to deteſt my own misfortune. Add to 


this that the Bow Roberts, and the Corpeilles, 
to whom your dear Patron has been mani- 
ficent beyond all that ever were celebrated 
by the name of Mecenas, difturb my reſt,as 


- much as the Triumphs of /etiades did that 


of another Athenian. Could I have gone 
and come, as another man, you had ſcap'd 
the importunity of above twenty of m 

Letters, and I would have made my Ad- 
dreſſes to you in my own, I may ſay pro- 
per, but I muſt add withal, very uregular 


hgure. 


But when poor Scarron thinks to wait 

On that greas Miniſter of Staze, 

Thy Patros, who, candid looks, 

to pernaſe bis worthleſs Books ; 

N ay when be think: {ſo far 1 the weather) 


3 
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LETTER XLI. 4 =4 
Tof*pps 


S7R, 


T is in a manner impoſſible for a man to 
be ſo tranſcendently obliging as you 
» are, and not be often importun'd. For 
my part, I am very ſenſible, that I impor- 
tune you often ; butT have this apology to 
make for my ſelf, that importunities are in 
ſome ſort allowable in perſons, remarkable 
for their calamities asIam, and you would 
think it ſtrange your ſelf, if I ſhould not 
make the beſt advantage I can of the ho- 
nour of your acquaintance, 'and the kind- 
neſſes you have for me. Two days ſince,my 
Servant left at your houſe a breviat, con- 
cerning the affair I may have with Monſieur 
te Taraif, who doubtleſs would not deny 
you a thing of greater conſequence, and 
whom [ (hal fuck. when he pleaſes,upon 
what I have grounded my pretenſions. It 
1s 'my defjre,, Sir, that you would ſpeak 
a word with him concerning it, and give 
meleaveto ſend ſome perſonto him, asf it 
were from your ſelf to requeſt of him,what 
you will find in the Memorial which I on 
I SED ; gs OP | + + fef} 
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:nd you. *Tis one of my Friends of Dreax 
made the diſcovery of it, and is con- 
that I ſhould make fome 

eby, beſides the fatisfaAtion it will be to 
me, that I have endeavour'd to ſerve him. 


I am, | : 
Str, | 
Toby moſt humble 8c. 
S. 


fe 


. 
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LETTER XLI1 
THESES. 


SIR, 

T has been extreamly to my prejudice 
that I am not ſo well known to you, as 
you areto me, I preſume you would make 
no queſtion, but that I ſhould have for yonr 
Generoſity all the ſentiments it deſerves, 
and for the Obligations you have laid on 
me. -.all the acknowledgments I am able to 
make. I am this day advertisd by Monſieur 
le T ardif, how earneſtly you beſtir your ſelf 
to dome a kindneſs, and I have thereupon 
"Y acquainted 
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acquainted him , how far thoſe obliging 
procedures of yours are freefrom all iuſpi. 
tion of any benefit or intereſt to your ſeF; 
ſince I am the moſt uſeleſs perfon in the _ 
World. Sir, it is my ſuit to you. that you 
would continue them,and compleat a work, 
which could not have been undertaken by 
any man who had not a Soul of the ſame 
mold with yours. If you will gppoint a - 
for that purpoſe, I will give Monſieur #e 
T ardif notice of it. I am ſomewhat 1n haſte 
to acknowledg my ſelf indebted to you for 
my tranquility, not ſo much out of a deſire 
to ſee my lelf in a ſhort time well eſtabliſh-d, 
as that of having a greater inducement, to 
aſlume the quality of m0, 


Str, 


Four moſt humble,$Cc. 
S,. 


LETTER XLIIL 
Jo *%X®%% x, 


SIR, 


T was my. fortune this day to be quite 
out of mony, a thing not extraordina- 


ry to me. I thereupon ſent my Servant 


to Monſieur de Richemont, to entreat him 
to advance one Quarters Rent of my Pen- 
ſion, eleven dayes before it became due. 
Monſieur * * * happen'd to be there, a 
Perſon I have not the honour to beacquain- 
ted withal, and Ithink it is not my fault. 
. However, he took occaſion to reproach me 
with it, as a great miſdemeanour, and moſt 
uvnmercifully {ent me word, that he knew 
me not ; ThatI was acquainted only with 
Monſieur de Zorme, hd that 1 had nevey 


dedicated a Book to him. What fay you 


to the brutality of this gallant Perſon? But 
this is not the firſt affront I have receiv'd 
from him. I would gladly havee particu- 
lar Character of this-unpoliſh'd Lord, and 
know, how he ſtands in point of reſpect 
with a Maſter ſo eminent for rogers as 
Monſieur the Surintendant. 1 am reſolv'd 


to make my complaints to him againſt a 
k YO, man 
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man ſo crtiel and tyrannical to poor people- 
But if ever you ſee any Dedicatory of mine 
to Monſieur ſet medown for the prea- 
teſt Raſcal and Scoundrel, not _ of all 
the Province of Scarroneris, but allo of all 
the voluntary Raſcals of fair France , the 
moſt- fertile of all Countries ma Perſons of 
that Qualification. I hope. towards the 
end of the Week to have my Preſent ready 
for Madam, the Surintendant's Lady. Mean 
time I remain, | | | 


L 


« 
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Sir, | CS 
Tour humble Servant 8c. 


S. 


LETTER XLIV. 
To $XX®., 


Str, BY 
Would fain write a Letter which were 
worth the communicating .to your no+ 
'- ble Patron, and ſuchas- might procure 
a ſecond order to be given to:-Monſicur Zre- 
«nt. But is there any poſſibility of writing 
good Letters, when a man is quite MOeys 
| els 
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leſs? I was never ſo much fallen out with 
proſperity asI arm this day. In three Lot- 
teries it was my chance to meet with pure 
"Blanks, and the two ſilver bowls, which 
Madam Scerron has got, and which muſt not 
come into the common ſtock, have only 
given me occaſion to envy. her good luck, 
-and to deteſt my own misfortune. ' Add to 
this that the Bos Roberts, and the Cormeilles, 
to whom your dear Patron has been mani- 
ficent beyond all that ever were celebrated 
by the name of Aerens, diſturb tny reſt,as 
much as the Triumphs of A/#tiades did that 
of another Athenian. Could I have gone 
and come, as another man, you had ſcap'd 
the importunity of above twenty of = 
Letters, and I would have made my Ad- 
dreſſes to you in my own, I may ſay pro- 
per, but I muſt add withal, very irregular 


figure. f | | 


4 


But when poor Scarron thinks to wait 
_ Onthatgreat Miniſter of State, - 
. Thy Patron, who, with candid looks, 
Deigns to peruſe his worthleſs Books ; | 
' Nay when he thinks (ſo fair s the weather} . 
Himſelf new got neer half-way thither , ' 
' , For he by .this time is "ith "aire, x 
+. Truſs up in his eternal Chair, - 
| | uf 
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red by two laſly Fellows, 
| "trudging make « ; wiſe like Bellowes ; 
By ſudden torment be is croft 
And all precedent labour 5 loſt. 
Hor two pms had been idly ſpent, 
T o give his Carcaſs ornament, 
That what before was execrable, 
Might be 'mong A more paſſable ; 
But all the ſoaving, 
& ſpoil'd by books, curſing, raving ; 
For he muſt do, as he was wont, 
Though Heeven, and Hell, and all, lay owt. 
TIE maile ſome ſay, alas! poor Scarron 
Expiring, now renouns'd the Chriſtin Faith, 


RY 


Now, in the Bigorian Dialect of the ſur- 
cengled Tribe, what I have told you in 
Verle, is calld Bring wiſited of the Zord. 
Nay, it has happen'd to me many times; 
that ſomes good Religious men have come 
we pr poſely to congratulate the happineſs I 

d > wn the all-merciful God was pleas'd 
to vilit me, oftner then any other 5 and 
ſcem'd to envy me a felieity, which would 
liave heartily reſign'd to any of em, with 
all the advantagesI had thereby, of * promo- | 
wk my furure well-fare. For my part, 1 * 

there were ſome leſs painful expedient 


S 


then thoſe Viſitations, for me toſecure my 
ſalvation, and I find my ſelf at x great Fo | 
ſtance from that high degree of perfect re- 
ſignation to the Lord's will. For I muſt ſe- 
riouſly acknowledge, that I languiſh and 
pine after what you have put me. in hopes 
to receive from Monſieur Breen. _ I am 
willing to believe, as you write to me, that 
he would oblige me; butT queſtion whether | 
he will do it much. I believe alſo that he 
finds it ſome trouble to raiſe money.at the 
beginning of a Campagne; but there wants 
ſo {mall a ſum for me to begin mive, and. 
what I expect from him would contribute 
ſo little” to the diftraction he is in, that he 
might put a period to mine, without much 
augmenting his own. It is your concernto 
ſolicite him herein, were it wr Awe you 
may be deliver'd from the perſecution of 
my Letters. To excite youthe more, Lam 
to tell you, that I was yeſterday put into 4 
reat fright ;' word was brought me, that 
onſieur Aerawt, Maſter of the ear 3 
was deſirous to ſee_me. I was much troubled 
' to think what night be the. conſequence 


of my Landlord's mls But his —_— - 
was only concerning the repar \@. 


> 4 


houſe, the inaundation of the River Seine; . \ 
nd his laſt complement was, That, though | 
NESS, un B 
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Unhappy in other things, I was a happy 
man in being ſo ingenious, I am, 


| Ny ir; 
Tour moſt humible,&c. 


LETTER XLY. 
Ts SPBE 5, 


| Sr ; , | Ray 
g Have a ſtory. to tell you; which, if I 
miſtake nor, will find you ſome diver- 
-. © - fion, Some three dayes ſince, I was 
fallen very low in the purſe, an accident 
.which is very ordinary to me. I ſent my 
ſervant to Monſieur Richemont, of whom 1 
receive every Quarter four hundred Zzvers, 
. a Penfioqg beſtow'd on me by Monſieur the 
Sunnatendant. Ideſfir'd him to do me the 
favour, to make me ten dayes advance of 
the Quarter now currerit. There happen'd 
_ tobe with him one Monſieur * * * *, a per- 
© fonTknow nor, ang he-xeproach'd me with 
It, as a great fault, whereof I have. yet buy 
litefe thought to reform my ſelf. This mag 
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meeting with my ſervant, entertain'd him 
with this diſcourle, 27 tow not jour Maſter; 
He knowes none but Monſieur de Lorme, and 
never either dedicated to, or preſented me with 
any of his Books ; tell him, that he ſhall not 
have his mony till the end of this month. You 
ſee, Sir, how that Poyerty makes men del- 
picable ; and though Queens, and Princes, 
and all the greateſt perſons of _ in the 
Kingdom have had the curiolity to come 
and fee me; honour me with their Viſits ; 
and diſpenſe with my tendring of any to 
them, 1 find an unciviliz'd Lord in Monfreur 
*x *, And you ſee alfo, Sir, that though you 
are eſteem'd and belov'd of all the World, 
yet ifthere an envious Brute, to whont your 
noble repute gives ſome diſturbance: T ſhall 
forbear giving further occaſion of grutn- 
bling, to the people of buſineſs, who, wait ut 

our Antichamber, by amuſing you iny 
i ngert with the reading of a Eetter of ao 
great importance; I am, in, 


Sir, 
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LETTER IXVI | 


ELELTSLES 
Sir, 

Am much troubled to hear of the ſoarneſs 
of your Eyes : But what addes to the 
trouble, is, that having a great lkeli- 

hood of doing much miſchict, they are the 
leis bemoan'd by divers other perſons. It 
concerns you to examine whether they have 
dcierv'd what they endure, and ſo ſeek our, 
i0 your own virtue, for all the patience,you 
now ſtand 1n need of. ' For my part, it 1s 
the _ of my aflictions, partly out of a 
conſideration of my preſent intereſt, and 
partly out of that of my future expectation. 
For {1nce it has been known, that you have 
 Honour'd me with your acquaintance, I find 
. thatLam more conſiderable among ſeveral 
perſons. The other day, I only took occa- 
ſ10n to ſpeak of you, asI ought todo, before 
Monſieur de Scadery, and this day,1I receiv'd 
from him the Letter I now ſend you , by 


which you will ſee, that he hopes great. 


things from you, if you but ever ſo little 
promote the requeſt which Monſieur Mex- 
£'%s has made for him, No doubt but _ 

eur 


— 7 ——— CTY _ FLY p_ wi. am KK  &s @©+ A a: to — Le Ms. " UI S"2R OI RE Ss 


A [FS nel I " rey 
£2 N, ST LEN _ > ET 
/1 "IR CI 
+ 2 Is 


Y. - 


* SO EIG'Y TT PE ES «£2 8 Hs ; SOCaus = al, 
+ RO 9: es PIE RIO LE PEY bt Ae - OY 2 Fae Wh 
2 Fg 6 fo = + vp ” on; PR "” »; Ne $ IH ER * 
I If PLE Fit <= fr 2.1 Ks A < Ks! L- > > CN 5M fg Me: - 4 ; = 2 » RE 7 Le 
be : "x FED 27a. 531 FO 0 1 "RS Es. 
« £ "XN I FE 3g CY 2 by — an np 0 I FN FS TS - IBS ON Foy? Es, / 
» 0 ; tae" L 8 ESOEx 7 ; P Þ- >. CES A, 
% rs! be I TJ we = 


os EIS : 


4 3 og 
” 1 4 * 
t 


ficur Servient will tell you, that theſe Briefs 
from Rome are very troubleſoriie, andT am 
ſo more then any one, in recommending 
two affairs to you, in the ſpace of eighr 
dayes. But whea I ſolicite for other per- 
ſons, I am as fierce as a Lyon, but for my 
ſelf, Iam fobaſhful, that it is with thegreat- 
eſt repugnance in the World, I importuge 
any man with my concerns. Since my 
Letter is grown ſo long, I muſt tell you fur- 
ther, that upon the firſt fight of Monſieur 
Servient, I conceiv'd he would beaperſofi 
anſwerable to my inclination ; his merit 
has ſince rais'd in mea veneration for him 
and the kindneſs he has expreſs d, in en- 
quiring whether were alive, has made an 
abſolute acqueſt of me to his ſervice. This 


proteſtation! of mine is as fincere, as that of 


my being, 
Fir, 
Tour moſt humble, 8c: 
S. 
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LETTER XLVII. 
: of” nan. of 
Str, 


Send you the two Letters which I read 
to you yeſterday, becauleI oblerv'd, that 
you expreſsd a certain liking ot them , 

with this promiſe, that I ſhall cauſe ſome | 
others to be tran(crib'd for you, as alſo ſome 
Verſes. But at the preſent, the greateſt 
part of my employment is the writing of 
Comedies, becauſe my principal ſubſiſtance 
depends on it. *Tisa wretched kind of La- 
bour, which 1snot of any great advantage, 
though a man beſtowes much of his time 
a 1t, and gains him but little reputation, 
When he makes too great expedition. The 
others require a great repoſe and ſerenity of 
mind : and a manhas but little of either of 
them, when he is as much diſcompos'd in 
his health, as 10 his affairs. And for my part, 
I muſt acknowledge, that I find a great di- 
minution of that facetious humour , for 
which I am ſo remarkable, ever ſincel have 
ben reduc'd to a neceſſity of making verſes 
for my livelihood, as a perſon damn'd to a 
Trade.  ] am extreamly at a loſs, when I 
Za reflec, 
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Scarron's Letters. 119 
reflec, that if I expreſs not my thankful- 
nels to Monſieur the Procurator General, 
as highly as my releatmeat of his favours 
adviles me todo, che may ſuſpet, I have it 
not to the degree Iought, and ifIdo tha 
him an[werably to the deſires I have todo 
{o, he may imagine, that Thave a mean and 
mercenary ſoul. I am ſufficiently fatisfy'd 
that he is ſo tranſcendently generous, as not 
to expe Complements from thole whom | 
he obliges, and goes by this principle, that _.. 4 
that is properly giving, when a man gives ****; 
toan uſelels perſon, ſuch as I am , whereas 
to be liberalto one from whom he may re- 
ceive ſome ſervice, implies ſomewhat of 
Commerce, rather then the beſtowing ofa | 
kindneſs. [Ina word, Sir, there is in this 
point a certain nicety which I ought toob- 
ſerve, and which Ideſire to be inſtructed b 
'0u, who have known him ſo well, and fo 
lde: I did not make account to have writ- 
ten to you ſo ſeriouſly; but ſometimes there. 
riſes a certain cloudineſs in a man's mind,, | 
which cannot preſently be diſpell'd. I am, 


. KG. - 
Str, 
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LETTER XLVIIL. 
To ITE] 


SZTR, Oy | 


x Make no queſtion, but you have long ſince 
I aſſign'd mea place among your Friends; 
” how well I deſerve it, will appear by 
the demonſtration I now make of the de- 
fires I have to ſerve you, in giving you the 
Enowledge of a Son of Madam Mongerons, 
and withal the opportunity to oblige a Lady 
of her merit, in the perſon of her Son, a per- 
fon highly meriting the Friendſhip I expect 
you ſhould have for him. You will there- 
by give ſome affurance of that which you 
have promis'd me, and I expect great ac- 
9p fmt of the kindneſs I do you 
both, at the end of the Campagne. Of all 
_ the good qualities which the Gentleman I 
recommend to you is maker of, I ſhall only 
mention one, which he himſelf would haye 
conceal'd from. you. 'Tis this, that he 
commands the Lute better then any perſon 
of his quality, yer has not. the time, he has 
ſpent 1n that exerciſe, diverted him from 
perſecuting all the others, nor yet hisStu- 


dies, and Travels into Spin, Germany, and. 
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Ztaly. I might have ſaid more of him, but] | 
leave it to your-own perſpicacity, to find in 
him thoſe accompliſhments, whereaf I ſhall 
give you a farther account the next Win- 
ter. . In the mean time, be jocund, O moſt 
paſſionateofall men, and leaſt punaual inall 
things, unleſs it be in the Friendſhip you 
have for, 


Str, 
Tour moſt hemble,&c. 
S, 


C——— —_—. 


LETTER XLUX. 


To $ #63, 
Str, : 

Am in ſome degree uſeful to you, ſince I 
find you the means of obliging an excel- 
lent Perſon; concerning whom we had. 

ſome diſcourſe two dayes ago. *Tis Mon- 
fieur R; onewho isas much my Friend, as I 
amdeſirous tobe yours. Ithink that Ihave 
hereby made a ſufficient diſcovery of hisbe- . 
ing 2 perſon of more then ordinary meritz - 
For it will not be for ow honour to pus, E. 
%s $ nr” 
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thatlunderſtand it not, I, who had at the 
firſt ſight fo perfe&t a knowledge of your 
worth , and would have purchac'd your 
friend(hip at any rate you would have ſet 
upon it, if I had had wherewithal to pay for 
_ Monſieur Roſteau will tell you the 
relt. 

| Your moſt humble,&c. 


S. 


A. 


LETTER L. 
Fo ———— 
. bir, HO yy 


Y wife has given me anaccount of the 
M obliging deſfignes you have for uf. 
” -© © Thele new demonſtrations of your 
kindneſs have not added any thing to what 
| Talready knew of it. During the ſhort time 
I had the honour to (ee Yau, I had an abſo- 
lute perlwaſjon, of what your precedent re- 
pute would have induc'd me to believe ; 
and I muſt make this proteſtation to you, 
that, though the: hopes which your Friend- 
ſup aod proteRion raiſe in me; ſhould net be 
al:  * attended 
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attended with that good ſucceſs which in 
all probability will follow, yet ſhould I im- 


pure it wholly to my own misfortune, and / 


make never the leſs acknowledgments of 
your Generolity, I have not the repute of 
an ungrateful perſon in the World, and I 
cannor give a greater aſſurance of it, then 
by repreſenting to you, that though I am 
the moſt uſele(s of all Men, yet is there a 
great number of Perſons of Quality and me- 
rit, who are my Friends, or pretend to be 
fo. But I muſt withal avow, that among 
thoſe that ſeem to be moſt earneſt &preſſing 
to d> me good, there is not any that prot- 
fers the doing of it, in ſo obliging a manner 
as you do. You beſtow much leſs of your 
time on your ſelfthea you do onothers,and 
I ſhould put you toexpend too much ofir, if 
{Hou ſet down. here all that my gratitude 

ves inſpire me withal. Till I can makea 
publick declaration thereof, be pleas'd to 


content. yaur ſelf with the ſincere proteſta- 


tion you now receive of my ever being, 
h | 


while I live, 
Fa 
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LETTER EL 
TO —— 


Moſt Reverend Father, 


Have receiv'd an Advertiſment from 
you, that Father Yavaſſeur had written 
a Trad againſt the Buxleſque Stile. He 
has done well. 1 find in my ſelf ſome incli- 
nation to envy ſo Noble a Defign , and you 
will do me a pleaſure to afford me the peru- 
falofa Work, for which the Publick ought 
to think it ſelf oblig'd to him. IFI were to 
write againſt ſome inconvenience incident 


to Minkind, it ſhould be againſt the Bur- 


beſgue Poeſy : but you have an ill opinion of 
me, if you think that I bearhim the leaſt 
ll will. Next to ſtinking Breaths, and 
morole Company, I know not any greater 
znconvenience, than the Burleſque Verſes ; 
and fince'T am un ſome ſort the caufe of the 
ox overflux which hath happen'd of that 
ind of Poetry, I have no great occaſion to 
quarrel at Father Yavaſſeur's falling upon 
me. They, who told you, that I was in- 
censd againſt him, know me not, and I 
thould ſtill have been ignorant of his ha- 
| ving 
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ving written againſt the Inſets of Parne/< 
ſw, if you had not inform'd me. The 
Worldis much oblig'd to him, for having 
ſet forth a Work, which tends to the re- 
formation of ſo great an abuſe. You might 
well have given me a ſight of it, were it 
only to make amends for the injury 'you 
have done me, 1n py a —_ of 
ſo great an imparience. pleas'd to let 
Father /2veſſewr know, that I am his, and 


Moſt Reverend Father, Þ 
Your moſt humble, &c. 
S. 


y —_—_— 


LETTER LIL 
To —— 


 Mukem, | 
Muſt needs have a very advantageous 
conceit af Madam 4 Aigeilow, for after 

have ſecn her, heard her, and read the 


; Letter which you ſhew'd meof hers, I cat 
not abate any thing 'of what I have ſaid 
_ of her, For Godfake, Madam, let me in- 


treat 
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treat you, to make it your ſerious bufinefs 
not to ſpoil my Verles,by changing a word, 
without which they would be defeQtive. 
Her a& of humility would make me com- 
mit one of injuſtice, and you way tell her 
+ from me, that it has airway hid its effe&t 
towards God. I aſſure her of it, with as 
much certainty, as many others might do, 
who think themſelves better inform'd, than —_ 
Iam, of what paſſes in the Celeſtial Courr. | 
She is but the {econd of thoſe Ladies, whom 
I have canoniz d before their death , bur 
{= is that of the two, of whoſe Virtue Iam 
moſt aifur'd : andI dare affirm, that though 
the ſhould, during her life, leave a fum, to 
cefray the charges of her Canonization after £ 
her death, yer would it not be ſo much the | 


VICE 


effect of her preſumption, as of her wildom. | yo 
I will tell you more of it, when Ithall have ry 
the honour to ſee you. But though I am b 
{mitren with her merit , more than any. . 
other perſon ever was, yet ſhall I believe oe 


more of her, thea[l ſhall tell you of her, I, 
who cannot (peak meanly of what Iefteem P? 
and who am the moſt tenderof the intereſts "” 
of perſons that are like her, when they | 
have gain'd me by 'their goodneſs. Oh! ft 
that (he had but ſome quarrels that were to ” 
be: decided with Pen in hand, you —_— 


 Scarron's' Lerter. 
vice. Iam, inthe mean'rime, 
Madan, 
Tour moſt bumble, &c. 
S, 


LETTER LIII. 
To — 


"of 


Str | 
He former Letters we receivd from 
you were fo divertive, that we look'd 

on it as an argument of your, and Mon- 
fieur 's being not only in health, bur 
alſo ina more than ordinary good humour : 
but there is ſo much diſcontent in the laſt, 
as gives us occaſion to fear, that now you 
are not in either. True it is, that for your 
part, you have oyercome your indifpoh- 
tion, nay I am apt'to'think that you are 
not troubled with any," ſince you under- 
ftand Raillery.” Bur #s'ro Monſ;—— I 
would adviſe him to breath a Veio, and 1 
promiſe him, 'not ro endanger the enfiz- 
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cal freedome of my diſcourſe. My raille 

is alwayes directed to my Friends, becauſe 
it is my preſumption, that they are not diſ- 
pleas'd therewith , and I ſhall not take it 
amiſs, if they give me as good as I bring. 
I ſhall not therefore ſtick to tell you, that 
as pleafant as your Friend—— thinks me. 
I eannot pretend to be half ſo pleafant as he; 
and thar during the ſpace of ſeven or eight 
months, that he has made his reſidence at 
Par, like a Rinegrave, and carrying, on 


Amours by Placets, Fattrms, and Letters of 


Recommenaation, he has given the World a 
ome diverſion, than I ſhall do while I 
| live, with all the Barleſque and facetious 

bumour that God has beftow'd on me. He 
has further this advantage over me, that it 
is with ſome violence to my ſelf, that I am 
pleaſant, whereas he is naturally ſuch, and 


without ſo much as thinking of it. But 


leaſt my Letter may ſeem as undivertive to 
you, as what he writ in yours, upon the 
- innocent raillery of his moſt humble Ser- 
vant, Iſhall ſpeak of ſomething elſe. Iſend 
you a Pourtraiture of Madam Bornees , 
which I did upon. the perfwaſion of Madam 
Scerrow, Some have thought it not unlike 
her, and written naturally enough.  Com- 
mendations 
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mendations do not divert much; and 


& 


The Baronade is finidh'd, Ifhall fend it you, 
as ſoon as I have ſhewa it to Monſieur the 
Procurator-General, Iam much troubled 
concerning Monſieur the Mareſchal 4 71- 


bret ; 'tis the common report at Pars, that 


he lies very-ſick, and ſome ſay, he isto be 
brought thither ina Letter. The lols of fo 
generous a Friend would not be one of the 
leaſt misfortunes, of the moſt unfortunate 
Perſon in the World. h 


Sir, | 
Tour moſt bumble, &. 
; > S 


F1 — —_ 


” 


LET TER LIV. 
a 


Madam 


you come to nothigg, as to the ſuc- 
cels I expeRed from it, yet ſhould I prefer 


it before the moſt advantageous one I 
could 


| are 
but perpetual repetitions of the ſame thing. 


Hough the affair I have propos'd to 
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could do, ſince it has procur'd me the re: 


- ception of one of your Letters. -It was 


poſſibly your intention to write me only a 
Miſſive full of civility , but you have done 
much more, inſomuch, that I muſt acknow- 


ledge, Madam, that of the moſt unhappy 


of all men, you have given me ſo great a 
fatisfaction of my own tortune,* that I now 
think my ſelf the obje& of envy, rather 
than compaſſion. In ſhort, the effort which 
your kindnels hath wrought in my mind, 
is my moſt important Aﬀair, and fo takes 
up my thoughts, that I know not how I 


can ſpeak to you of that which I have in 


the hands of Monſieur de /a Wore Renart: 
But, fincc you enjoyn tne to do it, and that 
it is more juſt I ſhould comply with your 
deſires, than follow the bent of my own in- 
clination, Iſhallonly tell you, Madam, that 


if you do but ſatisfie M7. de a None Renart, . 


of Madam Scerron's, and my being ſome- 
what in your favour, itis impoſſible my af- 
fair ſhould prove unſucceſsful in his hands, 
though he ſhould oppoſe me, as much as I 


| find him diſpos'd to ſerve you. In that ex- 


peRation, or rather aſſurance, I remain; 
| Madan, VO 
T our moſt h < e 3 ec, 
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LETTER LY. 
DO——— 


Sr, : - 
[ Know n2t whether you are as much loſt 
to your other Friends, as you are to me. 
I have no more ſight of you, then -if you 
were already admitted into the Celeſt 
Court, to which place you are making all 
the haſt you can. And = it was my oPi- 
'nion, that you were ſufficiently accom- 
modated, as to the comcerns of this lower 
World, and methinks twelve thouſand 


Livers of an Annual Rent 1n Spiritual Pro- 


motions, and eight hundred thouſand Li- 
vers of Temporal Eſtate, might have been 
a great temptation , for your making a 
longer aboad amongſt us poor Mortals. 
But without any further Raillery, why 
are you no longer viſible ? Is it that 
"your fits of Devotion continue till, afd 
that you would break off all corre- 
ſpondence with ſo great a Sinner as [ 
am? It were a Phariſaical ation in 


the  urng degree., and you ſhould ra- 


'ther of promoting my Salvation, _; 
; _ ps Ade | ee 


ial 
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as athing of much difficulty, and not have 
forſaken me, till you had as much ſecurity 
as this World could give you, of my hap- 
pineſs in the other : tor you will be much 
troubled, if we do not both receive the 
ſame bleſt invitation at the laſt day. Mean 
timcl am, 


Sth 
Tour moſt hamble, &+c. 
S, 


P. 


ah 


LETTER LVI. 


To Monſieur de Segrais. 

Nr, 
Er Highneſs does me a great honour 
in bur thinking rhat I am in the 
World, and it is no {mall one you do me, 
1n believing mecapable of drawing a Pour- 
traiture well, But though I ſhould be fo 
tondly conc:ited of my elf, as to be per- 
Iwaded of my ability as to that point, and- 
that my earneſt inclination to pleate: you;; 
 fhouldgive me that Painting; yet rouge 
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the Pourtraitures which ber Highneſs has 
made, quite diſcourage me from making 
any. They are, asfarasIam able tojudge 
of them, the nobleſt of all thoſe that were 
ever yet made, and the #irtzoſs's of the 
prelent Age were to be bemoand, that a 
Princeſs ſhould tranſcend them in the glory 
of writing well, if it were not, hi bly to 
their glory, to ſee her meddle Ne their 
Profeſſion. There is a greater difficulty 
in making 2 good Pourtraiture, then is 
imagin'd, Aman ſhould have a perfet 
knowledge of whathe is ro draw , and me- 
thinks that commonly people know not 
any well but themſelves, and ſometimes 
their iatimate friends. Can any perſon of 
excellent parts commend himſelf without 
much vanity ? Or ſhould one make a diſco- 
very of his imperfections to any but his 
Coafeſſor ? In like manner, can a man ce- 
lebrate the accompliſhments of friends, 
without importuning him ? Or tell them 
ſome truths without hazard of incurri 
their diſplealure ? Nor are the inconvent- 
encies Occurrent in the commending of in- 
different perſons leſs conſiderable. For : 
as Portraitures ought to be made of ſub- 
jeQs that are well known, and that men ' 
are 'iremarkable upon the ſcore of their _ 
| K 2 Qua. + - 
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Quality and Merit , ſo a man runs the 
rique of diſobliging thoſe perſons to whom 


' he owes Teſpedt and eſteem, if he gives 


them not the commendations they deſerve 
he muſt expe the character of. an imper- 
tinent perſon, if he gives them thoſe that 
are not ny applicable to them , and how 
cautiouſly ſoever commendations may be 
given, It 1s my imagination, that there 
15 not any thing more troubleſome, to him 
that receives them, to him that gives them, 


' and to thoſe perſons who hear them given. 


Beſides theſe general reaſons, upon which I 
have taken a reſolution not ro make any 
Pourtraitures, I have ſome particular ones, 
which Iqueſtion not but you will approve. 
Awretched perſon, ſuch as Iam, who ne- 
ver goes out of his chamber, has no exact 
knowledge of things, but what is had by 
the relations of others. I doubt not bur 
you will grant that to be a great defet ina 
Painter, who ought to —_ his fancy 
fraught with a great nymber of 1dza's , 


and apprehenſions, which are not to be ac-_ 


-quir'd otherwiſe then in the converſations 


.of the greateſt perſons, and I am ſuffi- 


ciently ſenſible, tro my great regret , that 


41n procels of time, a man may grow dull 


and ruſty, *inhis chamber, as much as if he 


WETIC 


bs 
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be pleas'd to content your felf with'a Mil 


were in the Country, *A Man ſhould have 

a ſmartnelſs of wit and diſcernment equal to. 
that of ſo excellent a Princeſs, to make good 
Pourtraitures, and be of a quality not infe- 
r10ur to hers, ere he ſhall be able either to 
commend or diſpraile, ſoas that there ſhall 
be no occaſion toquarrel at it. I am, 


Sir, | 
Zour moſt hawble, &c.. 
LETTER LVIT © * 
To the Duke d'Elbceuf, 
My Zord, 


Am not to be inftruced what reſpe&t 1 

| owe ſo great a Prince, and fo great 8 

* Benefactor as you are, and it ſhall be 
my care not to abuſe it: but jt would be 
withal impoſſible for me, to forbear ex- _ 
erciſing my jocole humour in a Letter, 3 
though I begin -it with MY L hy E 
and cannot avoid trembling for the firlt | 
four Lines. - But at the preſent, you will 
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 .134 dScarron's Let 
hon of humble Thanks, which I'now ſend 
you, for the honour of your .remembrances 
of mc, for all the excellent Paſties, which 
you ever ſent me, and particularly, for 
the laſt of them all,- which 1s Tull now 
brought to the Table. There are preſent 
at the opening of it, Meſsieurs de /ivonre, 
de Mata, d Elbene, de Chaſlillon, not reckon- 
ing your humble Servant, to whom you 
were pleas'd to ſend it. I queſtion not but 
It Will be 2 gregt fatisfaction to you, to find 
that the goodnels of the Company is ſome- 
What anfwerabte rothat of the Paſtey , and 
It is byt juſt, that the Founder of ſo noble 
a Treat, ſhould have an account who are 
the Confounders of it. You may be aſſur'd 
alſo, that we ſhalt have more than one re- 
membrance of your good health , and thoſe 
Commemorations will be a perfe&t com- 
fort to me, for the abſence of Madam Scay- 
'ou, whom Madam de Aom-cheureid as 
earry'd away from me by main force. I 
have apprehenſion, that that debauch'd 
Lady ' may occaſion her being addicted 
henceforth to Wine and Women. -But for 
your Patt, my Lord, I ſhall preſumeto-give 
one wotd of good Counſel, as to the latter 
of thoſe two enjoyments : which is, that 
you be not (o liberal of your radical mot- 


ſture 


+ 
$i 
a 


cardy, as not to reſerve a little of it, for the 
Coy Dames of Paris, who in the ntean time 
languiſh for your return. Of all your moſt 
humble, moſt obedient, moſt reſpe&ful,and 
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ſture among the Provincial Beauties of Pi- © 


moſt obliged Servants, I am the moſt 'zea- 


lous, : 
AY carrom. | 
LETTER LVIII. 
To Monſienr de Villette. 
Str, 


Ince the laſt you receiv 'd from me,. you 
were pleas'd to write to Madame Scer- 
ros, and to Monſieur de Noſſee. Thoſe 

two Letters are admirable things, worth 


to belearnt by heart, and in a word, ch | 


_ as may well deſerve the title of Opers. / 
Perſon of excellent parts, whom you very 
well know, ſaid, at the reading of them,that 


you muſt needs be in an exquiſite temperge 


ment, both as to health, and affairs, when 
you could write ſo tranſcendently well. For 
' my part, were Inot throughly acquainted 
| "> & with 
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with your accompliſhments 1n the ſeveral 
kinds of, writing, I ſhould ſay of thoſe ex- 
cellent works 1n Proſe, which you dayly 
poſt up to Paris, what the ſame Monſieur , 
a'Elbene fometime aid —_ pleaſantly, of 
ſome perions, who make it their ſtudy to be 
of the firſt magnitude1in Company, that is, 
to be: moit conſpicuous for their drollery, 
and witty reparties ; That indeed there 
was much reputation to be acquir'd by a 
continual advancing of things remarkable 
and ingenious , bur that the toil of it much 
exceeded the pleaſure; and he had oblerv'd, 
that perions of ſuch an humour were not 
long liv'd. Imakeit my earneſt ſuit tothat 
power which can do all things,that it would 
be pleas d to continue to you that great fe- 
cundity of wit,and indefatigabuity of hand, 
which you haye at preſent, and that, ſome 
nity years hence, I may be refreſh'd and 
fatisfd with their happy produRions. But 
be this ſaid only ex paſſat ; though fifty 
vears will make no great hole in eternity. 
In rhe mean time, Madim Sctrron is very 
unfortunate, that ſhe has not a competent 
eſtate, and all the equipage and accommo- 
dations5 requiſite, totake her progreſs,v'hen 
ſo great a telicity is proffer'd her, as that of 
þeing wiſh'd at Bropage, by ſo great a rot | 
| | cels, 


ceſs, as Mademoiſelle de Manthini. 


i 


Tyber's rich preſent 5 the Glory BOW of 
France. EO E. 
But Thope ſhe will recover that ſo great 
a lols, when the Court returns to Pers, ant 
that aſſoon as ſhe ſhall have the honour to 
be known to that incomparable Romaeze, ſhe 
will allow her a place among thoſe ; for 
whom ſhe has ſome kindneſs. For my part, 
I would alſo offer her ot my incenle ; for 
= know, that we Poets muſt have ſome 
ivinity, on whom we may beſtow it. But 
I am diſtruſtful of the merit of my Preſent, 
as much as I am per{waded, that ſhe de- 
ſerves, above,any perſon in the World, all . 
the Hyperboles of the Poets ; and you know 
that our Ware is contemptible, when it is 
direted to any one , before it be defir'd. 
The fulneſs of your Brozage cauſes a ſolitude 
here in Pars, Yet can | not perceive any 
ſuch thing in one little houſe, for the am- * 
bition of being admitted into our ſmall ſo- 
ciety, grows warmer and warmer, both in - 
the Court and the City. Not that we and 
our Paris would at the preſent enter into 
any competition with your Divinities of 
' Pronege, but their true Element 15 Parts, - 
| |  - 
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or the Court, and when by their remoyal 
from Browage they ſhall leave you as naked 
as they found you, we can afford you no 0- 
ther quality, then that of Provincialiſts, 
and wretched Iſlanders. Adieu, my hand 
| growes weary, and I tan hardly tell you 
that] am, 
Sir, 


Toar moſt humble, &Cc. 
S. 


LETTER 


LETTER LIX. 


Tothe Conntde Vivonne. 


Sir, | 
Have met with the firft draught of the 
Letter,which I had written to you. Up- 
on ſecond thoughts it ſeems to me very im- 
pertinent , but ſince you are ſo deſirous to 
ſee it, Ifend it you as it is. You have.done 
mea ſfngular ptealure,in having me in your 
remembrance, and it is withall a great at 
of juſtice ; for you are fo far oblig'd to a 
perſon whoefteem you to the degree that 
I do, as ſometimes to think that he is in the 
World: andI muſt intreat you to be afſur'd, 
that your retirement at Aorſſy is not a-grea« 
ter-aMictionto your (elf, than it is. tu me 
who am apt to hope, that ſometime or other 
you would give me a Viſit at my little 
Chamber, if your reſidence were at Pars. 
This is to be underſtood, when you were 
diſappointed of all other meetings and al- 
ſignations, and could not beſtow your time 
elſewhere. The actions of our Ons 
ſhould be the SubjeR of our diſcourſe; and 
many times we ſhould recreate our _—_ 
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by ſome little circumventing tricks, with- 
out which, I maintain, that all converſa. 
tion muſt be loſt in proceſs of time. Mean 
time, Monſieur 4 Zlbeze and my ſelf often 
rentember you over a glaſs of Frontiac, 
wiſhing you were here to dousreaſon. Mon- 
fieur de Mata is in Xaintonge, I with that he 

_ alſo were at Paris; his company would 
make your hours ſlide away ſomewhat the 
more merrily, whenever you had the kind- 
nels to viſit, 


Tour moſt humble ſervant. 
S. 
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HE Hiſtory of the World in Five Books; The 
frit Intreating'of the beginning and firſt Ages 
of the ſame from the Creation unto Abrabam. The 
ſecond of the Times from the Birth of Abrabam, 
to the Deſtruction of the Temple ' of Solomon. 
The third from the DeſiruQion of Jeruſalem, to 
the time of Philip of Maceden, The fourth from the 
Reign of, Philip of Macedon, to the Eſtabliſhing of 
that Kingdome in the Race of Antigonss, - The 
fifth from: the ſetled Rule of Alexander's Succel- 
ſors in the Eaſt, until the Romens (prevailing over 
all) made Conqueſt of Macedon, Written by Sir 
Walter Raleigh Knight, in Folio, 


The Second Part of the Inſtitutes of the Lawes 
of Exgland, containing the Expoſition of Magna 
. Charts; and many Ancient and other Statutes. 
Written by the Lord Chicf Juſtice Cokg. The 34d. 
Edition, with an Alphabetical Table 3 in Foko, 


The Third Part of the Inflitztes of the Laws of 
Englend concerning High Treaſon , and other 
Pleas of the Crown, and Criminal Cauſes, -The 
_ Fourth Edition. Written by the Lord Chief Ju- 

tice Coke, in Folio, | 
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The Fourth Part of the Lawes of England con- 
cerning the Jurifdiction of Courts, Written by 
the Lord Chict Juttice Coke, The 4th Edition, 
with an Alphabetical Table not heretofore Prin- 
.t&d, im Foliv, . | 
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Brief Animadvyzrſons on, Amendment of, and 
Additional Explanatory R:.cords to the Fourrh 
| Part of the Inititures of the Laws of England con- 
*cerning the Jurisdition ut Courts, by Wuliam 
Pryan Eſq; in Fo.w. 


A Second Book of ſudgments in Real, Perſo- 
nal, and mix Actions, and upon the Stature, all 
or moit of them Athrmed upon Writs of Errer + 
Colle&cd out of the Choice Manulcripts of Mr. 
Brownlee, and Mr. Moyle, {net:mes Prothonota- 
rics Of the Comm Pleas. ' As alſo of Mr, Smither, 
tormerly Secondary ot the ſame Court, ' Peruſed, 
Tranſcrib.d, Corrected and [ablcd, with Addi- 
tion cf ſome Notes, by G: orge Towneſend, Eſqz S:- 
cond Prothonotary of the Common Pleas. Very 
uſe and n«ceſſary for all Prothonotaries, Secon- 
daties, S:udents, Clerks of Judgments, and all 
forts of Perſons any way relating to the Law 3 -in 
Duarto, price bound 5 $. . | 


De Fure Maritimo et Navali : Or, a Treatiſe of 
Atairs Maritime, and of Commerce. In three 
Books. 
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with Proceſſe as wcll 


leſne 88 Jud 
nerally uſed in every daycs Pratice; With Notes 
and Obſervations thereupon, Compoſed for the 


Benefit of the Students of the common Law. of 


England ; as ilfo «f the Attorneys Entring Clerks 
and Solicitors of the Conrts of Common Pleas and 
Kings Benb, 'Acquainting them with the Rudi- 
meats of Clerkſhip, and ſuch General-Pleadings and 
Proceſſe as are uſed at this day 'in "the Courts of 
Record at Weſtminſter, By William Brown, Gent, 
Author of Formule Bene Placitandi ; in Large 
Odqtavo. Price bound 55s. 


Faw Imaginis apud Anglos Or, the Law of Eng- 
land, Relating to the Nobilitry and Gentry, Faith- 
fully Collected, and Methodically Digefied for 
Common Benet, by Leneolne-bnn, 
Eſqz in Large Octavo, Price bound 12 d. 


Parſons Law, ora View of Advowſons ; Where- 
in is contained the Rights of Patrons, Ordinaries, 
and Incumbents to Advowſons of Churches. Col- 
leted by Pilliam Hughes of Grayes-Inn Eſq The 
third Edition Reviewed and :much Enlarged. by 
the Author in his Life-time 3 in Large Oflavo, 


An Exa@ Abridgment in Ergliþ of the Eleven 
Books of Reports of the Learned Sir Edward Cook, 
Knight, late Lord Chief Juſtice of England, and 
Compoſed by Sir Thomas Ireland Knight,and Rea- 
der of the Honourable Society of Greys-Inn,in Ots- 
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Tryals per Pais, or the Law concerning uries 


icial, as are'Gce 


by Nift Prins, By $. E. of the "V8 Temple Eſq; 


m "Oftavo, 


'Of the Office of the Clerk of the Market of 
Weights and Meaſures, and of the Laws of Provi- 
fion tor Man and Beaſt » for Bread, Wine, Beer, 
Meal, &c. by Williem Shepbewed Eſq; in Offavo., 


There maybe had all ſores of Blank _— and” 
Blank Sheriffs Warrants, 


